


; THE aE 


























(fle 4 ee 
: ANTI_JACOBIN oi 
the | 
rs ° ° 
« | Review and Magazine; : 
we u es 
of + 
- Ke. &e. Ke. a: 
ill es 
ill For AUGUST, 1801. fet 
ft, rail 
in & 4, 
to Se a ele sr ae eee age erent mete ceil ei 
ne ’ Tria funt que pre ceteris etium pradentum omne j diciurn fubvertunt; amor munerum, i 

acceptio perionarum, facilitas creiendi. Nam ifta moveri, et juftitiam dilpentare, nullus : 
ed omnino potefi. Cap. 28. lib. 6. Policratici Joan. Sarishurienfis, E 
iis ne Pe. : as | 
he - 
- ; 
D- ORIGINAL CRITICISM. 
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a 

- The Hilary of Mauritius, or the Ifle of France, and the neighbouring ee 
j Ilands , from their firft Difcovery to the prefent Time, compofed prin- F ‘ 
} ctpally from toe Papers and _Memors of Baron Grant who refided aie 
€. Twenty Years in the Ifand, By his fon, Charles Grant, Vifcount if ee 
>, De Vaux. Iiluftrated with Maps from the beft Authoritics. ae. 
; 4to. Nicol. London. 1801. ae 
fy : a4 
, HE eighteenth century has been no lefs remarkable for the active _ 
, fpirit of difcovery which has explored the remoteft regions of the 4g it 
earth, than for the rapid progrefs of improvement in the {fciences, oi 
and the general diffufion of knowledge. Our difcoveries have been a, 
great, and have made momentuous accellions to our acquaintance i 
with the globe; have moft materially contributed to the extenfion of Mh 


our commerce, to riches, and to revenue; to the means of private ac- 
: commodation and public fecurity; they have promoted our intimacy 
with the higheft ftudy of mankind; they have increafed our conver- 
fancy with countries and manneis before little known; they have pre- 
fented to our view MAN in conditions in which he was never before 
feen. While circumnavigatars bave found out lands before untouched 
by European mariners, and furveyed a kind of fociety new to moral and 
political ob{ervers; prefenting the union of the moft voluptuous effe~ 
minacy with favage manners, men of ingenuity and induftry, betaking Po ee 
themfelves in countrics, before fomewhat known, to an examination of =a 
their interior condition, had made important additions to our knowledge =f tf 
both curious and ufeful. A Jones, a Maurice, and an Oufeley have 
familiarized the hiltory, laws, religion, and ligerature of Indoftan 
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349 ORIGINAL CRITICISM. 


to Britih readers. Other nfpectable writers have delivered accounts 
of detached portions of oriental ciliricts and tribes ; but fuch narratives 
have in a great degree been confined to Britifh fettlements and their 
depencencies. French ingenuity and literature had not been much 
exercifed in Aftatic refarch. The Ifland of Maurisius, the g cat 
magaz'ne of France, when warring with Britifh in ia, is a fubject of 
ver) ¢ ufiderable importance to Britith politicians aud ttate‘men who, 
by inveft gating its productions, capabilities, and convenicncies, its 
means of offence and defence, may mx re thoroughly comprehend the 

licy proper to be puriued retpectinz that fettlement of our enemy. 
It alio attords ample materials for phytical and moral ftatement and 
exhibition. 

The gentleman wh» has undertaken and executed the prefent 
work appears to be a native of the Col ny of which he has now com- 
poled the hiftory, His tather Baron Grant had rendea twenty years 
upen the ifland, had accurately examined, and caretully noted, beth 
ftariitically and hiftoricaily, the ifl.nd, ics inhabita sts, and its nei_he 
beuring flands. In addition co thefe monuments defcen. ing to him 
from his father, the author had the advantage of his own obfery. t ny 
a.d compared both wuh the accounts delivered by navigators aid 
o:her turveyas of thele r gons, Such materials afforded him the 
means of the «het quaity of hs} ng authenticity, and naturally 
induced him to comprehend in his dcfign the adjacent ifland and de- 

enden: ics, 

The plan of the work we fhall give to our reader in the author’s 
own words, 


© He b gins by intraSting the yoyseet in the mode of approaching the 
harbours of the [ile of France, which is accompanicd with a general de- 
{< riptio n of th place, the giture of the ait, water, and foil, and the geo- 
graphical pofitions, Bur before [ enter upon a detail of thefe circumtiances, 
and the branches of natural hiory, which arife our of them, I give a fuce 
cinct and chronological acconnt of thofe perfons who have been appointed to 
the government and fuper-nicndance of the iland, trom its rie colonial eita- 
bliftmen, to the prefent moment. 1 then proceed to give a par icular 
hiftory of the aninal, vegetable, ‘ii mineral kingdoms ; : ye ne account of 
the inh ibitants, hoth white and black, fuce eds, wit th their manners ond 
euflons; and is tol owed by a deferipticn of the beautiful feenery with which 
the tisha isadormmed, -« 

* T naturally introduce the rea‘er, in the firf 2 ce, to the Iile of France, 
whi. h is che «ppropriate object ot my Piltory ; 1 fufpend its hiitorical 
narralive, 1 order to defcribe the Archijslago, wiih ws various ifland ss that 
furround iv: fuch as thofe of Bourbon, Rodrigues, ac. ail of which is fo 


neceilary to oe known, to facilitate the navi igaton ot thofe feas. I then 


retuin 10 the Ile of Frince, to defcribe its agricultural, meantime, and civil © 


efiablifhments, as formed by M. de i Bourcennais. 1 difplay all the 
various eperations of that di doguifled chare¢ier, and his fucceflors ; with 
the aflronomical, geogr: phical, and mzaricime obfervations of the le: aed pro 
feffors and eminent nav iga ors, whom my father fucceflively knew during their 
official vifits io the ifland.—i then proceed to ftate and eaplein the core 
neQros 
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aéftion of India with the Ifle of France, in all its different epochas ; which 
conduéts me through a long fucceffion of curious and interefting events, to the 
death of Tippoo Saib, which rendered England mittrefs of Indoitun.”” 


The work is divided into thirty chapters of which the fubjects are 
afranged according t> the order here ftated. The firft narrates the 
approaches to the iflands, its harbours, geographical pofitions, the 
heights of its mountains and fuch other prominent features as firft 
finke a ftranger. Annexed to this account isa hiftory of its firit 
Ruropean vilitors and fettlers, including in fucceffion the Portuzuefe, 
Sointards, Dutch, and French. Having conducted the reader to the 
ifaad, the author in the fecond chapter prefents a ftate of its natural 
prductions, mineral and vegetable ; under the lalt of thefe heads, he 
conveys much curious and uteful information to the botanifts. Pro 
ceeding to horticulture and agriculture, he fhews, in detail, what im- 
provements the fertility of thofe genial climes have, received from 
European induftry and fkill. From. the vegetable afcending to the 
animal kingdom, he accurately diftinguifhes the indigenous from the 
imported. The infular fituation and contracted bounds of the Mau- 
ritius prevent it from being infefted by the terrible quadrupeds which 
prow! over Indoftan, The moft noxious animal is a fingular kind of 
bird.— 

‘© This creature called the great bat of Madagafcar is (fays our author) 
about a feot in length, from its polterior extremity to its beak, and its wings 
ftretched about four feet; it has large canine tecth ; confilling of four in the 
upper, and as many in the lower, jaw. Its muzzle is black and fharp; its 
ears large and bare; its talons are hooked, large, and compreffed : it has no 
tail. ‘Thefe bats are of different colours ; fome of a bright redj others brown, 
and fome are almoit black. They refemb!e the common bat in their interiog 
conformation, the fhape of their wings, and the manner of fpreading them 
when they fly. When thefe animals repofe, they cling to the tops of the 
higheit trees, and hang wich their heads downwards. At other times, they 
fix themfelves upon animals, and even upon man himfelf. They feed indif. 
ferently on fruit, flefh, and infects. hey are fo fond of the juice of the 
palm tree, that they fometimes intoxicate themfelves ‘with it, fo as to fall 
tothe ground. ‘Their horrid fhricks are heard, during the night, in the 
foreits, at the diftance of two miles, but they retire at the approach of day, 
Nothing is fafe from the ravages of thefe deftractive creatures ; they equally 
deftroy the wild and domeftic birds whenever they have an opportunity ; and 
they will fometimes attack the human kind, by feizing and tearing the 
vifage. It is very probable, as Mr. de Buffon has obferved, that the ancients 
borrowed their idea of the harpies, from thefe terrible animals. The Indians 
confider them as a palatable article of food, particularly in certain feafons 
of the year, when they are full of fat : and even fome of the people, both in 
this ifland and the: Ile of Bourbon, have brought themfelves, in this par- 
ticnlar, to follow the Indian example. The Negroes, however, hold 
them in the greatelt horror; and no contideration whatever couid induce them 
to have any other concerr, with thefe noxious creatures, but to deftroy them ; 
for which purpofe they émploy uncommon dexterity. It has often happened, 
thar perfors have been attacked, _ aflleep, and bied to death by them, 
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as they are powerful and fubsle blood fuckers; fo that it is really dangerous 
tg flumber in the open air, or to let them enter into an houfe during the 
fight.” 

The third chapter contains a defcription of the inhabitants, their 
hiflory, occupations, and manners. On the fame plan the author 
puriues the hiftory of the Ifle of Bourbon which occupies the two fuc- 
ceeding chapters. The feven following chapters, involving in the 
narfative the letters of Baron Grant from 1741 to 1749, and befides 
ftaciitycal and commercial information, exhibit a very clear and full 
view of the policy and objects of the French government, refpecting 
India during the war, which was terminated by the peace of Aix la 
Chapelle. The following chapters to the twenty-firft, inclufive, 
confift chiefly of geographical and aftronomical obfervations and re- 
fearch as illuitrative of nautical plans, charts, and courfes highly im- 
portant to navigators onthe Indian ocean. The twenty-fecond chap- 
ter returns to Baron Grant’s letters written at atime when India be- 
came infinitely more importantin the eyes of both France and Britain 
than at any former period ; when both countries manifetted a di(po- 
fition to take an ative part in the interior politics of Indoftan. Thofe 
written, during the interval of hoftilities from 1748 to 1755, afford a 
clue to the fchemes of France refpecting the Britifh poffeffions in the 
eaftern world, The facts fo clearly and accurately ftated, the. in- 
trigues with the native powers, the inftructions fent to General Lally 
and other commanders, render it manifeft that the conduct of the 
French in India, previous to the feven years war, was only a part of 
the great ty{tem of policy, which, feeking the reduction of Englith 
cominerce and naval ftrength, endeavoured to effect that purpofe by 
annoying her colonies ia every quarter of the world, though molt di- 
rectly in North America. 

Advanced to a ftage of the narrative in which French operation 
in its plans and dependencies included the chief native powers, the 
author prefents a fuccinét but clear fummary of the Hiftory of 
Britifh and French India, from the time that thefe great European 
powers became fo entwined in the politics of Indoftan. The hiftory 
naturally introduces biographical accounts of the principal actors ; 
the following fketch of the celebrated Lally, we quote as both a fair 
and favourable fpecimen. 


«¢ The Count de Lally was the fon of acaptain in the regiment of Dillon, 
who pafied into France after the capitulation of Limerick, and a F’rench lady 
of ditin&tton, Soon alter his birth, which was in 1699, he was entered, 
as was the cuffom in the French army, a private foldier in his company. 
He made very confiderable progrefs in thofe {ciences, which formed a princi- 
pal part of the education cf the French nobility. Being the fon of an officer 
of diftinguifhed merit, ic wes natural for him to make military acquaintance ; 
atid being, by his mother’s fide, allied to fome of the firft families of France, 
he had more favourable opportunities than the generality of his companions, 
iv form coanediions of the irl clafs. Thefe advantages, fuperadded to a fine 
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rfon, advanced young Lally at the age of nineteen years, to a company in 
the Irith brigade. | 
** Though he was known to poffefs thofe qualities that form the foldier, he 
was equally qualified to fucceed in civil employments ; for at a period when 
young men are feldom more than equal to the inferior departments of the ftate, 
he was fuddenly elevated to one of the moft important fituations that belong to 
ditical government. At the age of twenty-five he was fent by the court of 
Deiies to negociate forme important affairs at the court of Ruflia, where his 
addrefles and fidelity fecured to him the confidence of the king his matter, 


-and won the efteem of the Czarina.. On his return to France he was con- 


fidered as one of the moft diftinguifhed men at Verfailles, and was foon pro- 
moted to the rank of colonel of a regiment, in which he conducted himfelf 
with uncommon diftinétion wherever he was employed. 

“¢ In the year 1745, when the young Pretender made a defcent in Scotland, 
M. Lally came into England, under the pretext of claiming fome lands 
which his father had poffeffed in Ireland, and to which he had pfetended to 
have a legal title, though, in faét, the real object of his errand was to ferve the 
caufe of the pretender as a fpy to aflift him with his councils, and to excite 
mal-contents in the fouthern parts of Great Britain, by promifes of money 
and other inducements. It is even faid that he had fome fuccefs in thete 
dangerous attempts, when his plans were difcovered to the Duke of Cumber- 
land, who gave immediate orders for his arreft: but M. Lally was, by the 
kind interpotition of the Prince of Wales, preferved from a prifon, and 
nage to return to France in dire¢t oppofition to the fentiments of the 

uke. 

*€ Such, however, was the obftinacy of M. de Lally, that he quitted 
England with great reluctance, though as the expedition of the Pretender en- 
tirely failed, he had every reafon to be thankful to Providence for his efcape. 
From that time till he was promoted to the rank of Lieutenant General and 
Commander in Chief in the Eaft Indies, his life does not offer any circum. 
itance that merits particular attention,”’ 1 


Our author, having, in various parts of his narrative, exhibited in 
detail the condition of the ifland refpecting the means of fubfiftence, 
accommodation, and fecurity, agriculture, commerce, and defence, 
near the clofe of his performance comprefles his obfervations into the 
following fummary. 


‘© This Colony imports its plate from China, its linen and cloaths from the 

Indits, its flaves and cattle ian adagafcar, a part of its provifions from 

= Cape of Good Hope, its mon from Cadiz, and its adminiftration from 
rance. 

‘© M. la Bourdonnais wifhed to make it an entrepot for our commerce, 
and the bulwark of our fettlements in India. 

*« It has been fuppofed that the commodities, cloaths, linen, and manu. 
faGtures of France, would have fufficed for the confumption of the ifland ; and 
that the cottons of Normandy would be preferable to the linens of Bengal, 
for the flaves. Ic is certain that money alone ought to be the circulatwig 
medium, and not paper, in which nobody puts any confidence. , 

‘* Of all foreign countries, Madagafcar is the moft neceflary to its come 
Merce, on account of its flaves and cattle. | 

“ If it was ferioufly intended to place the commerce of this ifland ina 
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flourifhing fituation, it would be neceflary to clear Port Louis from a number; 
of hulls of vefiels which choak up the bafon, and the more fo, as they are 
forming themfelves into a kind of reef by the growth of the medreporac, with 
which they are over loaded, and in fome meafure petrified. 

«¢ They who have great property in lands which may be eafily cleared, 
particularly near the port, fhould be complied to clear them. 

‘© Beafts of burthen ought likewife to be increafed, efpecially affes, ° 
ufeful in mountainous countries; an afs carrying double the load of 
Negro. 

“¢ Tt would be likewife neceffary for the adminiftration to confult hufband. 
men, as to the propereft mode of cultivating the ifland. 

‘¢ There are a great many foldiers, to whom fJands might be given to 
clear and cultivate ; it would alfo be a politic meafure to marry them. Had 
this plan been purfued, the whole ifland would have been a nurfery of Indian 
foldic: gand failors. 

“© Nature hasamply provided for the defence of the ifland, whith is al. 
moft furrounded, at fome diftance from the fhore, by a range of breakers: 
where this range is broken, the coaft is formed of inacceflible rocks. In fhort, 
the ifland icfelf would be inacceflible were it not for fome paffages between 
the reefs, of which there are eleven, formed by the currents of the river, 
which are oppofite to them. 

‘* The exterior defence of the ifland, therefore, confilts in preventing all 
accefs to thefe cpenings: fome might be fhut up by floating chains, and 
others might be ufed, defended by batteries built on fhore. 

‘¢ Asa boat may be worked between the reefs and the fhore, gun boats 
might be ufed, to advance the fire when the paflage is at too great a diftance 
from the cannon on the coatt. 

‘¢ Behind the reefs the thore is of eafy accefs ; but the acceffible places might 
be rendered impracticable, as they are become at the extremity of the fouth eat 
port: it isonly neceflary to plant mango trees to produce that effect. In thofe 
parts of the coaft which are continually beaten by the waves, if there fhould 
be. fone beds of rock that. might render them acceffible, as they are not very 
extenfive, they might be defended by common walls, chevaux de frife, &c. 
On any fimall fandy fpot mango trees might be planted, whofe roots and 


‘branches would interweave in fuch a manner as tO prevent any boats from 


landing ; at the fame time it is neceffary to ufe fome precaution in planting 
thefe trees, that they mry not choak up places they were intended to 
preferve. 

«* This ifle is in a circular form, and each river coming from the cestre may 
be confidered as the rays of the circle. The banks on the fide of the town 
might have their declivities increafed by planting raquetles and bamboos, 
while the ground fhould he raifed at the diftance of three hundred fathoms on 
the oppofite : thus the ground between the two rivulets would become a kind of 
fortification, and cach of their channels would be a ditch not eafily pafled : an 
enemy would not be able to get to the town, but through a thoufand dith- 
culties. This fy em of defence is applicable to all iflands of a {mall extent, 
where the flreams alw ays run from the centre of the circumferences 

“ The two mountainous projections which embrace the town and Port 


Louis require no defence but towards the fea: a citadel might be contracted 


on the Iile of Tonnilliers, whofe batteries, placed in covered ways, would 
sifcharge a level fire. Mortass, which are fo deftractive to thips, might alto 
be 
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be placed there. ‘To the right and left, as far as the mountains, the ground 


might be ftrengthened by the lines of a fortification. Mature hus already faved 
a part of that expence, to the right, and the river des Latiniers proects the 
front. 

© Atthe extrimety of the bafon, and behind the town, is a large piece of, 
grourd, where all the inhabitants of the town, and their flaves, might be 
affembled, ‘The other fide of the mountain is inacceffible, ot might be eafily 
made fo. 

‘© There is alfo another very fingular in the moft elevated part of the moun- 
tain, behind the town; as at the {pot called da Poure, there is a confiderable 
{pace covered with large trees, trom whence two or three fmall ftreams of 
water iffue forth. It is impoflible to attain that height but by a very 
difficule path ; feveral attempts have, indeed, been made, by employing gum 
powder, to gain a communication by it into the interior part of the ifland ; 
but the oppotite side ot thefe mountains prefents a moft frightful declivity, 
which Negroes and monkeys are alone capable of afcending. Four hundred 
men in this poft, with a fufficient quantity of provifions, could never be re. 
duced by torce of arms, and the whoie garrifon might retreat toit. If to 
thofe natural means of defence are added thofe which depend on government, 
fuch as a. {quddron of fhips, and a body of land forces, an enemy would have 
the following obftacles to encounter. 

‘ Birt, a naval engagement. Secondly, fuppofing that the fquadron 
fhould be beaten, it might neverthelefs delay the conquerors in forcing them to 
the windward of the ifland. ‘Thirdly, the difficulty of landing, as the coatt 
cannot be attacked but on points, and never on an extenfive front. Fourthly, 
the paffage of every rivulet muft produce a batile, with great difadvantage to 
the invader. Fifthly, the fide on which the town can befieged is of {mall 
extent, and, under a fire from the mountain that commands it, while the 
trenches muft be opened in a rock. Sixthly, if the garrifon were compelled to 
abandon the town, they would find on an height of the mountain, an impreg- 
nable redoubt, provided with water, where they might receive fupplics and 
fuccour from the interior part of the ifland.”’ 


From this analyfis illuftrated by thefe fpecimens, our readersy 
we doubt not, will, form a favourable opinion of the object, plan, 
and execution of this work. Prefixed to it is a very refpectable lift of 
fubferibers, whofe patronage will, we dare fay, be accompanied 
by the approbation of the public, when the intrinfic merit of the 
hiftory is known. 

As critics we deliver it as our decided opinion, that the Hiftory 
of the Mauritius-now before us is an entertaining and ufeful perform- 
ence, and a confiderable  -ceffion. to our knowledge of the 
Eafl, and a very favourable ipecimen of the author's genius, induftty, 
and literary ability. 





Rehicious Intelligence and feafonable Advice from Abroad: concerning Lay- 
preaching and Exhortation. Collection 1. from the Conneélicut Evan- 
gelicat Magazine, No. 1ft, 2d, and 3d; and Mr, Edwards, Prefs- 
dent of Princeton College, New Ferfey, bis Thoughts on Religion, Se. 
t2mo, Pp. 62. Fairbairn, and Rois and Biackwood. Edinburgh. 
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$36 ORIGINAL CRITICISM. 
psc {mall pamphlet was tranfmitted to us from Glafgow by fome 


good-natured man, who, attached to the religion of his coun- 
try, «xprefles his fatisfaction with our various {trictures on the practices 
of Methodifts and other Lay-preachers of whatever denomination, 
Upon opening it, we found the venerable name Jon Erskine fub- 
joined to the {hort advertifement by which it is ufhered into the werld. 
Ve call this name venerable, becaufe our unknown correfpondent 
informs us that Dr. Erfkine is the oldeft Clergyman in the church of 
cotiajd; that he is eminent for his picty, learning, and zeal; and 
that he is the author of a volume of excellent fermons, which we 
read With much pleafure prior to the commencement of our critical 
labours. Thefe circumftances tended to extinguifh the prejudices 
which we had formed againftevery kind of religious intelligence im- 
ported from the Continent of North America; but thofe prejudices 
were confiderably revived by the firft article in the collection. We 
proceeded, however, through the whole, though we cannot fay with 
much fatisfaction till we came to the extract from the thoughts of Mr, 
Edwards on the revival of religion in New England, about 60 years 
a6. This extract, together with part of a letter from the afflociated 
minifters of the county of Windham (Conneéticut) to the people in 
the feveral focieties in the faid county, publifhec at Bofton 1745, we 
earneftly recommend to every advocate for lay-preaching,; whether 
learned or unlearned; and, .as we obferve no London Bookfeller’s 
name on the title-page of Dr. Erfkine’s collection, we requeft the 
favour of our Englith Methodifts to pay due attention to the follow- 
ing thoughts of prefident Edwards, which form the firft part of the 
feafonable advices which conclude this colleétion. 


Tt feems to be on the fame foundation, of the fuppofed unprofitablenefs of 
external order, that it has been thought by fome, that there is no need that 
fuch and fuch religious fervices and peformances fhould be limited to any cer- 
tain office in the church; (of which more afterwards.) And alfo, that thofe 
officers themiclves, as pariicularly that of the gofpel-miniftry, need not be 
limited, as it ufed to be, to perfons of a liberal education ; but fome of late 
have been for having others, that they have fuppofed to be perfons of eminent 
experience, publicly licenfed to preach, yea and ordained to the work of the 
miniftry ; and fome minifters have feemed to favour fuch a thing. But how 
little do they feem to look forward, and confider thie unavoidable confequences 
of opening fuch adoor? If once it fthould become a cuitom, or a thing gene- 
rally approved and allowed of, to admit perfons to the work of the miniftry 
that have had no education for it, becaufe of their remarkable experiences, 
and being perfons of good underitanding, how many lay-perfons would foon 
appear as candidates for the work of the miniftry ? I doubt not but that I 
have been acquainted with {cores that would have defired it. And how fhall 
we know where to ftop? It one is admitted becaufe his experiences are re- 
markable, another will think his experiences alfo remarkable ; and we, per- 
haps, fhull noe be able to deny but that they are near as great: If one is ad- 
mitted becaule, befides experiences, he has good natural abilities, another by 

Kimfelf, and many of his neighbours, may be thought equal to him. = Ic will 
be found of abfolute neceflity that there fiould be fome certain, vifible limits 
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fixed, to avoid bringing odium upon ourfelves, and breeding uneafinefs and 
ftrife among ft others; and I know of none better, and indeed no other that 
can well be fixed, than thofe that the prophet Zachariah fixes, viz. That 
thofe only fhould be appoigted to be pattors or thepherds in God's church, 
that have been taught to keep cattle from their youth, or that have had an 
education for that purpofe. ‘Thofe miniiters that have a difpofition to break 
over thefe limits, if they fhould do fo, and make a prattice of it, would 
break down that fence which they themfelves after a while, after they have 
been wearied with the ill confequences, would be glad to have fomebody elfe 
build up for them. Not but that there may probably be fome perfons in the 
land, that have had noeducation at college, that are in themfelves better qua» 
lified for the work of the miniftry, than fome others that have taken their 
degrees, and are now ordained. But yet I believe the breaking over thofe 
bounds that have hitherto been fet, in ordaining fuch perfons, would, in its 
confequences, be a greater calamity than the mifling fuch perfons in the work 
of the miniftry. ‘The opening a door for the admiflion of unlearned men 
to the work of the miniftry, though they fhould be perfons of extraordinary 
experience, would, on fome accounts, be efpecially prejudicial at fuch a day 
as this ; becaufe fuch perfons, for want of anextenfive knowledge, are often. 
times forward to lead others into thofe things which a people are in danger of 
at fuch a time, above all other times, vrz. impulles, vain imaginations, fu- 
perftition, indifcreet zeal, and fuch like extremes ; inftead of defending them 
from them, for which a people efpecially need a fhepherd, at fuch wn cxtraor. 
dinary feafon.’’ 


The following extract from the letter of the affociated minifters of 
the county of Windham is worthy of the attentive confideration of 
all who derive authority to preach the gofpel and adminifter the ordi- 
nances of Chrift’s religion from any ether fource than apoftolical 
fucceffion. 


‘* Another of thefe falfe and evil principles which fome have drank-in, and 
others are fhaken with, is, that no other call is neceflary to a perfon’s under. 
taking to preach the gofpel, but his being a true Chriftian, and having an 
inward motion of the fpirit, or a perfuafion in his own mind, that it is the 
will of God he fhould preach and perform other minitterial aéts: ‘The necef- 
fary confequence of which is, that there is no itanding inftitated miniftry, 
or order of men, peculiarly appointed to that work in the Chriitian Church, 
known and diftinguifhed fromm all others by the vifible laws of Chrift's 
kingdom. 

‘* From this falfhood chiefly have fpronz up fo many preachers and ex. 
horters who are unconvincible, and will hear no reafon nor argu:nents againit 
their praétice; but, in confequence of their opision, are endeavouring to 
Overthrow the ftanding minifiry of the country. —Howfoever men have dif- 
fered as te the order and manner of perfons’ introduction into the minifiry, 
yet the faints and vifible church in all ages, fince the times of the Apoftles, 
have owned and adhered to this inftifution ; and the thing has never been 
contefted but by a few {cfaries, and lick.brained enthufiaits here and there ; 
againft whom it has been proved by arguments unanfwerable. 

1, It appears, that there is on order of men {pecially called, defigned and 
feparated ta this work by the commiffion which Chrilt gave his Apoltles, and 
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the promife annexed thereto, This we have Marth. xxviii. 19, 20. Wher 
he had toh] them, wer/e 18, * All power is given unto me in heaven and 
“earth ;’ he fays, ‘ Go ye therefore and teach all nations, baptizing them ia 
€ the name of the Father, and ot the Son, and of the Holv G! olt ; teaching 
€ them to obferve all things whatfoever I hive commanded you : sad lo l am 
€ with you always unto the end of the world. Amen.’ Here is a com. 
miffion given in the fame breath, and to the fame perfons, for the difpenfation 
of the word and facraments. ‘The fame who are io ‘each the nations, and as 
Mark rehearfes it, Mark xvi. 15, 16, to propound the terns of falvation to 
them, upon the encouragement of {2]. ation and the peril of damnation on their 
rejection, are to baptize them, and teach them to obferve ail things that 
Chrift has commanded, which certainly includes the adminiitration of m7 
other facrament of the Lord’s fupper ; and, in doing and executing this co: 
miffion, Chritt promifes to be with them alwaya, to the end ot the alts 
which he ratifies with the folemn affeveration of the word, Amen. Now - 
this promife is not to laft in its efficacy till Chrift’s coming to the Jaft jud 
ment, at the end of the world, it muft be an equivocal ani ambiguous fp. «4 
which can be no ways underffood from the promife or commutiion, aud fo 
there is nothing intelligible in it; and therefore "J. chat time the Apoiiles 
were to execute this commiflion: this we know they did not in their own 
perfons, for they died in a few years; and therefore the promife is made and 
the commiflion given to their fucceffors in all ages. Which therefore fettles 
a funétion of the minifiry in all ages till Chriit comes to judge the worid, 
and till there remains not a man to be taught nor receive the facraments in the 
world. 

«© 2, It appears from the care which the Apoftles took for a fucceffion of 
minifters in all churches they planted, and among all people that were con. 
verted to the Chriftian faith, St. Paul gives charge to Titus, 77t. 1. 5. 
© To ordain elders in every city ;’ and we find the Apoftles, Panl and Bar. 
nabas, wherever they went, ordais ed elders in every church, recommending 
them to God with prayer and talting. And the writings of the New Teita- 
ment inform us, that fettled paftors were conftituted and eftablifhed in the 
churches of Chriftians, as in Phil:ppz, Phil. ii. 25. in Coloffe, Col. iv. 17. 
in Ephe/us, for their elders met the Apoftles at M: eins, Acis xx. 17. and 
St. John wrote feveral Epiftles in the Revelation to the angels of the feveral 
charches in the lefier Afia, which were to furvive him, and were the mi. 
nifters of thefe churches. Now, if this order of men were not inftituted by 
Chrift, either the Apoitics did not underftand the mind ot Chriit, or elfe they 
acted in wilful oppofition to it, and fet up of their own heads : and we mutt 
Soave it to you to choofe which of thefe confequences you think bet. 

» It appears from the folemn charge given by the Holy Ghoft fora 
fpecia re(pett and efteem to be given to ‘fuch an order of men, above orhers 
in the Chriftian Church. 1 Theg. v. 12,13. © We befeech you, brethren 
* to know. them which labour among you, and are over you iu the, Lord. and 
‘admonifh you, and to eficem them very highly in love for their work fake.’ 
Phil. ii. 2g, and Heb. xiii. 17. § Obey them that have the role over yous 
and fubmit yourfelves, for they watch for your fouls, as they that mutt give 
an account, that they may doit wih joy and not with grief, for that is un- 
profitable for you.’ ‘To fuppofe thefe folemn charges and cautions given to 
the body of the Chriftian Church mean, that they thould treat every godly 
tan among them with fach peculiar refpect and eRcem above others, becaulé 
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every one of them roleth over the reft, and had the watch and care of their 
fouls committed to them, and mutt give an account of that charge t Chit: 
this is to failen the moft folemn nonfenfe, inconfittency, and felf-contradi¢tion 
upon the words of the Holy Ghoft, and to fuppofe any thing a man has 
amind to becaufe he will fuppofe it. 

«4. It appears by the exprefs ordinance and »ppointment of the Lord 
Jefus Chrift, for the mainrenance and fubfiftence of fuch an order of men. 
This is evident from divers paflages of Scripture ; but becaufe we would not 
be burdenfome to you, we wiil only mention, 1 Cor. vi. 13, 14. 6 Do ve not 
‘know that they which miniiter about holy things, live of the things of the 
‘temple? and they which wait at the altar, are partakers with che altar ? 
‘Even fo hath the Lord ordained, that they which preach the Gofpel, 
‘ fhould live of the Gofpel.’ Here thefe things are moft plainly afferted ; 

“© (1.) That there was a particular order of men in the time of the law, 


feparated by God for the minifterial work, and efpecially appointed for that . 


bufinefs. 

“ (2.) That there is a proportionable ordinance of Chrit of fele@ men in 
Gofpel-times for that bufinefs. 

*¢ (3.) That God has appointed maintenance for one as well as the other in 
their times and fucceffions ; and though this order of men may, if they be 
able, give up this right of maintenance, as the Apofile Paul fometimes did, 
yet it certainly proves that there is an order of men who have a divine righe 
to it, wiz. all who according to the will of Chrift preach the Gofpel ; and 
to fuppofe that every true Chriitian, and every mao who thinks he is moved 
by an inward call to preach the Gofpel, has a right toclaim maintenance from 
all other Chriftians to whom he performs, on account of this inftitution of 
Chriit, is the fame thing in effeét as to fay, that every Chriftian ts bousd by 
this law to maintain every other Chriftian ; and fo to fet up fuch an ordinance 
of Chrift as dettroys itfelf. 

ak Pe appears by the direCtion given in Scripturé about their trial, or 
the examination and proof of their qualifications, and the manner of their in- 
troduction into the office of the minifiry. There are many directions given 
about the qualitications of fuch as are to be minitters and teachers in the 
church, which certainly don’t agree to all Chriftians, and therefore prove 
that every godly man has not a right to be a teacher in the church, 1 Tem. 
lil, 2, 3, 4-6. ‘A bithop muft be blamelefs,—vigilant, fever, Of good 
‘behaviour, given to hofpitality, apt to teach, not a novice ;’ and chap. iv. 

3. * Till l come, give attendance to reading, to exhortation, to docirine ;’ 
and thefe are among thofe things ap the 25ch verfe, he bics him meditate co, 
and give himfelf wholly to, that his proSting may appear fo all, 2 Zam. 
li, tg. © Study to thew thyfelf approved unto God, a workinen that negdesh 
“not be athamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.’ dit. i. 5, & ad 
‘ordain elders in every city, as } had appoinzed thee ; for a bithop musk be 
© blamelefs,—a lover of hofpitality, a lover of good men, fober, jut, holy, 
‘temperate, holding faft the faithful word, as he hath becn taughe (or in 
*teaching,) that he may, be able, by found doctrine, both to exhort, and to 
‘convince the gainlayers.* Thefe are fome of the effential qualiications that 
mult be found in minitters, which proves that every Chrillian may not be a 
teacher, for every one has not thefe quatifications, and therefore no man may 
Undertake this work becaufe he is a Chriltian: he mult have fomeihing cite 
belide the fandiifying grace tha: is given t9 Chriitians te quelity him Mh Ms 
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And thefe texts alfo prove, that there is an order of men inflituted by the 
Lord Jefus Chriit to be teachers in his church, and in them thefe qualifications 
ought to be found, fo far as men can difcern, before they be conttituted 
teachers in the church. Now thefe muit be tried and found in them by the 
' prefbytery who are to fet them apart ; for feveral of thefe texts are directions 
to Timothy and Titus, as grounds and direétions of their judgment, of meet 
perfons for the work of the miniftry, to which the Apoftle bids them ordain 
them. And it is the will of Chriit, that men fhould be firft proved to have 
thefe qualifications in them, before the prefbytery may fet them apart for this 
work, ‘The Apoftle, having given Timothy directions about the qualif- 
cations of minifters in 1 Iv, 3d to the 8th verfe, he then tells them the qua- 
lifications of deacons, and then fays, ver. 10. £ And let thefe alfo firft be 
« proved, then let them ufe the office of a deacon, being found blamelefs,’ 
‘being found to have thie qualifications fet down, then let them be appointed 
to the office, otherwife the words, ¢ let thefe alfo be proved,’ could have no 
relation to what went before concerning prefbyters or bifhops, whereas the 
difpofition of the words neceffitate this conftruction of them; let thefe be 
proved and tried according to thefe qualifications, as well as miniftets. And 
when he directs ‘Timothy about the ordination of Prefbyters, he fays, 1 Zim. 
i. 22. § Lay hands fuddenly on no man :’ which fhews that he mutt ordaim 
no man but upon good proof and trial, and finding thefe qualifications in 
him. In all we fee, that folemn ordination by the hands of the pre{bytery 
is neceflary to conftitute a man a prefbyter or teacher in the church; and 
this is in all places in the Gofpel fpoken of as the way of their introduction, 
unlefs where perfons had an extraordinary and miraculous call, which they 


were not only fausfied in themfelves, but able alfo to offer fufficient proof of to 
all others,’ 


Thefe are the reflections and reafonings, not of High-Church 
Epifcopatians, but of fixteen Prefbyterian minifters, who flourifhed 
more than fifty years ago; and they are fanétioned by the authority 
of one of the moit refpectable clergymen at prefent, not only in the 
Church of Scotland, but in the Chriftian world. We need not call 
the attention of our readers to the immenfe difference of opinion be- 
tween him and Dr. Campbell on the important fubject of church go- 
vernment, though both were minifters of the fame church and bound 
by their fubfcription to maintain the fame principles. With genuine 
Prefbyterians like Dr. Erfkine, we are not likely to have much con- 
troverfy ; or; fhould we be attacked by fuch men, of which, indeed, 
we have no apprehenfion, there is little danger of our difputes 
weakening the authority of either of our eftablifhments. 
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Pye’s Alfred. 
(Continued from P. 234.) 
es H E ceafed—but fill the accents of his tongue 
A Perfuative, on the attentive hearers hung : 


The monarch and his warlike thanes around 
Sull likening fat, in filent wonder bound,’” 
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of Homer, which Milton has fo beautifully imitated in his Paradife 
Loft. We confefs we are pleafed with thefe occafional recurrences to 
the ancients: they gratify the mind of the fcholar, and if, as in the 
prefent in{ftance, they are made with judgment, they leave the reader 
fomewhat in the ftate of the hero’s audience, ** fti!l fixed to hear.” 

The effeét produced on the Caledonian chiefs by the Royal Sup- 
pliant’s narrative is well defcribed in an appropriate fimile. 


‘© As when, in fummer fkies, the furges flecp, 
Till Zephyr gently lifts the rippling deep, 

And, {moothly rolling to the lilken breeze, 
Murmur, with gentle {well, the placid feas ; 
‘Then as, with bolder fweep, the frefhening gales 
Curl the white wave, a hoarfer found prevails ; 
Till dafh’d impetuous on the groaning fhore, 
Loud, and more loud, the foaming billows roar: 
So, by degrees, the tale of forrow draws 

From the chafed breaft, foft whifpers of applaufe, 
O’er Pity’s tear, till indignation rife, 

And anger beam from every chieftain’s eyes, 
Each voice for War’s avenging thunder calls, 
And thouts of battle echo round the walls.”’ 


This is followed by one of thofe lines guas incuria fudit, of which, 
to fay the truth, there are too many; and which are the lefs to be 
excufed ; as a very moderate fhare of attention would have removed 


them all. 


‘< Long, through the dome, th’ ixcreafng tumult grows / 


Gregor undertakes to affift the King, and young Donald, his fon, 
folicits the command of the auxiliary troops, who— 
pour from every plain, 
Mountain and woody vale 
“From Inverary’s bleak and hoary brow, 
Vrowning with craggy rocks, and white with {now ; 
From chill Lochaber’s wild and defart plain, 
Wath’d by the furges of the northern main ; 
From Tiviot’s flowery vales, whofe meads among, 
Tweed his pellucid current rolls along, 
From Grampian hills, with piny forefts crown’d, 
And Cheviot’s heaths, in future fong renown’d, 
The gencrous warriors crowd with fierce delight, 
Breathing alarms, and panting for the fight ; 
Frequent aS Wher {weet Miaia’s genial hours 
Be paint the enamel’d meads with odorous flowers, 
Moaved by the initinct éf induftrious care, 
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Thefe are undoubtedly very excellent lines; and yet we are not 
altogether pleafed with the concluding part of the fimile: it is too 
magnificent for the occafion. Mr. P ye is a man of laine ; * di d he 
not recollect what Demetrius Phalereus fays of Clitarchus’s waip ? 

The valedictory fpeech of the good old King is unexceptionadly 
beautiful. 


“€ Befide the plamed hoft, with lifted hands, 
Anxious, and fad, the hoary monarch ftands. 

¢ Ye valiant chiefs,’ he cries, ‘in many a field, 
By hardy deeds to fenfe of danger fteeled, 

Be it yours to gui rd, amid the fatal ftrife, 

The facred pledge I give, my Donald’s life. 
And thou, illuitrious King, whofe fame’s bright ray 
Burfts forth at dawning with the blaze of day ; 
Inured, in earlieft youth, to war’s alarms, 

To ftand unmoved annd the fhock of arme, 

To temper Valour’s heat with je dgment fage, 
And teach the florm of batt'e where to rage— 
Should rath prefumption fire my Don nald’ S ‘breatt, 
Check the wila-fury by thy mild behett. 

So, at the eve of fome victorious day , 

When in mix’d folds the Britith enfigns play, 
Either unconquer’d nation fhall embrace, 

In deathlefs amity, a kindred race, 

Hach thall protecting Alfred’s glory claim, 

And hail him monarch, in Britannia’s name.’’ 


Alfred croffes Scotland, and embarks at Solway Frith. His navi- 
gation at firft is profperous; but on the coaft of South Wales he is 
overtaken by a furious ftorm, which difperfes all his fleet, ana drives 
him aw ee Start: Point, near Bridgewater Bay: here his veflel is 
dafhed to pieces, and he himfelf efcapes with difficulty to the fhore. 
The behaviour of the King on this trying occafion, as on all others, 
is pious and refigned. He Jaments the fate of his allies, and he deeply 
fecls the difappointment of his patriotic views for his country; but he 
conciudes wth a dutiful acquiefcence in the decrees of the Almigity, 


*€ Rais’d to-the fkies, or humbled to the duft, 
1 bow to thee the merciful and juft. 


The King now quits the fhore, and cautioufly penetrates into the 
country. 


«¢ Till, leaving far behind the fea- girt coat, 
His ftrength, by conttant toil and famine, loit, 
Exhauited Na ure, with fupreme command, 
Impels his courfe to man’s aflifting hand. 
As, fromthe bofom of the woud, his eyes 
Beheld the fmoke, in fpiry column rrie, 
Hatling of he nan kind the needful aid, 
IT. foughs the cottage ’mid the embowering thade, 
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not And, as a fuppliant, at the lowly door, 

too Iinplored the meek compatlion of the poor. 
‘ ** Nox to the fplendid palace of the great, 

The pride of effuence, or the pomp of ttate, 

ly Is Charity contined ;—her heavenly reign 


Scorns not the ho clo the cottage fwain.— 

Soon trom the cates, by fragal labour ftored, 

The aged herdfinan fpreads his homely board, 

And the neat houfe Wiley wi h afliduous Care, 

Jovs tn the hofpitable oul to fhare, 

Waiie courtefy, not fuch as courts impart, 
Bur the pure danguage of the generous heart, 

Vouches, with files that Fiattery ne’er exprefs’d, 

The genuine welcome of the wandering gueit.’’ 


Alfred filently (pe lates on the (cene before him: his fpeculatians 
sowever, are toorehin.d and minute; yet there is tomething charac. 
teriltically excellent in the following lines: 


«« As now my failing powers your kindnefs feel, 
‘True guard and glory of my country’s weal, 
Never, while lite’s warm current ba hes this heart, 
Shall the ftrong image, now inprets’4, depart. 
And, ’mid the profperous fcenes of regal tate, 

It profperous feenes may yet on Alfred wait, 

Sull fhall remembrance cling with ceafelefs force, 
To Spiendour’s bafis, and to Plenty’s fource.— 
Yes! England’s future laws fhall careful fhield 


i- "Vhe manly fwains who cultivate her field. 

is ‘Though Commerce {pread her boundlefs ocean wide, 

es O facred be the fprings that teed her ride, 

is Sacred the ileady rock on which the ttands » 

a. And views her empire ftretch’d o’er diltant lands.”’ : 

Ss Here the author fhould have topped ; but he injudicioufly adds four 
y Hines in which, with che herd of deciaimers, he confounds commerce 
e with luxury. Wien will poets timely recollect tne golden apothegm 
ly of tather Hefiod that—** halt is more than the whole !” 


Every one knows the ftory of Altred’s being raved by his ruttic 
holteis for negligently juffering her cakes to burn. 1t was not ealy 
to relate this with propriety in hersic verfe. Mr. Pye, however, has 
. attempted it; and we regard his fucceis as no final] proof ef his tatte 
aad judement. * 
Sad o’er the hearth the pensive hero hung, 
F\x°d his unweening eye, and mute his tongue, 


—— — | 
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* «This circumttance of Alfred negiccting the roafting cakes, and the wo- 
man’s repreot, is related by all the hiflotians. Aller givis the woman's 
Words in the following diftich trom fome contemporary bard : 

“¢ Urere quos cernis panes gyrare morarts, 
al e 
Cum nimium gaudes hos manducare calentes.” 
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Deeply intent on fcenes of prefent woe, 

Or planning future vengeance on the foe, 

The objects round him, like the view lefs air, 
Pafs o’er his mind, nor leave an image there ; 
Hence oft, with flippant tongue, the bufy daine 
The recklefs-ftranger’s apathy would blame, 
Who, carelefs, let the fame thofe viands waite, 
His ready hunger ne’er refuled to tafte.’” 


In this retreat the Monarch is accidentally difcovered by Ethel. 
wood, who informs him that the neighbourhood is full of enemies in 
quett ‘of him, and that it is neceflary to feek a more retired place of 
abode. The ** fwain” propofes the ifle of Athelney, aud thither they 
immediately agree to repair. 

All this is well told. We do not, however, much approve of 
defcribing a fimple event in fuch pompous terms as thefe, 


‘* The diftant founds of fupplicating fear 
Piere’d through the /ilent air his liftening ear.’” 


Nor of fuch awkward inverfions as the following : 
«¢ Oddune, with me, from Wilton’s day of woe 
Preferved, to perifh by this cruel foe, 
Deeming, of fuccour hopelefs, blefs’d his doom 
To fall, with flavghter’d thoufands tor his tomb.’” 
A very fine paffsze occurs in page 66. 
Still, Mill, alas! on thefe unhappy lands, 
Supreme, Op, reffion’s proud Coloffus ftands ; 
Stil o’er my wretched people’s prottrate race 
Waves, with gigantic atm, his iron mace.”’ 


We have, however, fome idea that even this miz ioht be improved by 


altering the punctuation, and taking away the fign of the genetive 
cafe from Opprefion. We would read the fecond line thus~ 
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Supreme, Oppreffion, proud Coloflus, ftands ; 


The concluding lines of this book are fingularly happy. 
‘© The generous hero look’d with — bland, 
Railed him with air benign, and prefs’¢ his hind. 
Nor fmall the woman’s setr0r, when confefs’d, 
She faw the monarch in her rated guett. 
Nor lefs his kind attentive care,“to cheer 
Her trembling heart, and cancel every fear : 
= ith friendly jeft her terror he beguiles, 
And rallies all her doubts in {portive files ; 
But with a graver, though a milder tone, 
His thankful wards in foothing accent own 
OF poverty, the hofpitable worth, 
That wok the houfelefs flranger to its hearth.’’ 


The third Book opens with the retirement of the fugitives to Athel- 
ney; and her¢ many traits appear of Alfred’s benevalence and hu- 
manty 
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manity, of which, to do the author juftice, he never lofes fight.— 


‘The number of the King’s adherents now rapidly increafe, 


** Oft from the ille, between the twilight fhade, 
By Ethelwood attended, Alfred ftray’d ; 

And many a chief conceal’d, of gentle blood, 
They found, and tempted o’er the theltering flood. 


But an epic poem is nothing without machinery. Angels and devils 
are now exploded, and necromancers and wizards are (carce tolerated 
in a Grub-ftreet paftoral. What then remains for the poet? It is 
not for us to decide ; but Mr, Pye has chofen to employ the agency 
of a Druid. 

In this we {carcely think he has been happy. Alfred is a man of 
fervent and rational piety ; could he, confiftently as a Chriftian, be- 
lieve in the fupernatural powers, or rely on the prophetic revelations 
of an idolater ? Befides, the objects of belief muft be always thofe 
of the age. ‘Tche contemporaries of Macbeth believed in witches, 
and thofe of Godfrey, of Bullogne, in magic: whereas Druidifm 
was worn out in England long before the age of Alfred. Allowing 
the author his Druid, however, he muft be admitted to have made a 
moft excellent ufe of him. He reprefents him as defcribing, in 
abrupt and prophetic language, the moft remarkable events of our 
hiftory to the prefent day: and we cannot but think that Mr. Pye has 
fhewn no lefs good tafte in the felection of thofe events, than good 
poetry in narrating them. ‘The Druid is thus introduced—~ 


«© With fudden horror rock’d the trembling ground, 
And diftant thunder fhook the vaft profound ; 
When, from the cave, a venerable form 
Stalk’d forth, announc’d by the preluding ftorm, 
About his limbs a fnowy garment roll’d 
Floats to the wind in many an ample fold ; 

His brow ferene a rich tiara bound, 

And loofe his filver treffes ftream’d around. 
In his right hand a golden harp declared 
The facred funtion of the Druid bard.— 
Soon as the royal chief the vifion faw, 

To earth he bent in reverential awe. 

‘ Rife, fon of regal dignity,’ he faid, 

* Nor bow to human duft thy laurel’d head f 
Mortal like thee, I draw precarious breath, 
Subject to pain, to forrow, and to death. 

*Tis thine o’er mighty nations to prefide, 
Command their armies, and their councils guide 5 
*Tis mine to look beyond Time’s pafling date, 
And read the page obtcure of future fate, 

Strike, with bold hand, the free prophetic lyre, 
And wake to diftant years the warbling wire: 
Our powers alike, by power fupreme, are given, 
Each but the feeble minifter of Heavens 
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*Mid famed Cornubia’s rocks, wath’d by the main, 
Oft have J liften’d to the myftic ftrain, 

What time on old Bellerium’s topmoft height 
Aerial vifions fwam before my fight, 

And lays divine, by voice immortal, fung, 
In heavenly cadence o’er “ fenfes hung. 

Nor is to me unknown the facred lore 

Of Mona’s Druid caves, phe Arvon’s fhor.— 
Even now I feel the enthufizft flame arife, 
And unborn ages burft upon my eyes ; 

Vifions of diftant times before me roll, 

And all the Godhead rufhes on my foul.’ 

His eye-balls, as he fpoke, with rapture glow’d, 

His fnowy robes in ampler volume flow’d, 

The radiant fillets that his temples bind, 
Burlt—loofer float his treffles to the wind ; 

His form expands, he moves with firmer tread, 
And lambent glories play around his head :— 
With rapid hand he firikes the facred lyre, 

To ftrains of rapture wakes the thrilling wire, 
And, to the found refponfive, pours along 
‘The fervid energy of myftic fong.”’ 

This is genuine poetry.—It was obferved of David Mallet that ia 
writing his Life of Lord Bacon he forgot he was a philofopher; 
and, we think, we have heard it remarked of a modern author, that 
in his poem of Alfred, he has ftrangely forgot that the monarch was 
a legiflator, This is by no means the cafe with Mr. Pye: he dwells 
on that part of his hero’s hiftory with great complacency, and never 
mifles an opportunity of recurring to the fubject. 

The termination of the civil feuds which had fo long diftracted 
England, by the marriage of Henry VIII. is elegantly given. 


‘« Lo, died in civil blood, the argent rofe, 

in rival tint, with guilty crimfon glows, 

Till, blending o’er.the fallen Ufurper’s tomb, 

In triendly wreath the mingled flowerets bloom.’’ 
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Alfred was fond of commerce; and, in a barbarous age, fent out 
people, as Spelman fays, * to difcover the North-eaft Paflage.” Mr. 
Pye mentions thefe laudable exertions of this wonderful man with 


jutt praife; and the fubject, naturally enough, brings forward the 
following co mpliment to the Thames-— 





‘* Te pile her marts contending nations meet, 
he world’s productions offe ‘ring at her feet. 
Whate’er ot wealth in various regions fhines, 
Glows tn their fands, or lurks within their mines ; 
Whare’er fos n bounteous Nature men receive, 
Whatever toil can rear, or art can weave, 

Her prineely merchants bear from every zone, 
‘Their country’s flores increafing with their own, 
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And, as the dewy moitture Sol exhales, : 
With beam reful; gent, from the irriguous vales, 


- 


Defcends in favouring thowers of genial faing 
To fertilize the hill and arid plain, 

So wealth, collected by the merchant’s hand, 
Spreads wide, in general plenty, o’er the land.” 


This is a more juft and rational view of commerce than that al- 
ready noticed, and much more worthy of the author ; who now art 
fully returns to the immediate fubject of the poem, and concludes 
the book in a ftrain of uncommon tublimity and beauty. 


“* Phantoms of glory, ftay !—They fleet along, 
Borne on the ftream of vifionary fong. 
Hear ye yon fhouts ?—The thout of pliseh hear! 
It {wells, it burits, on my enraptured ear.— 
‘The hour of vengeance comes! On yon bleak height 
The vulture cl. aps his wings, and f{nuffs the fighte 
See o’er the ranks the crimfon banners float! 
Hark, the loud clarion {wells the brazen note! 
Denmark’s dark raven, cowering, hears the found, 
His flagging pinion droc PSs and {weeps the ground. 
He ceafed.—Amazed the wondering warrior ftood, 

The myftic numbers chill’d his curdling blood. 
Pale finks the feer in fpeechlefs extacy, 
Wild heaves his breaft, and hag ard rolls his eye: 
Till, feizing with his hand the Fecred lyre, 
His fkilful fingers {wept again the wire, 
Soft o’er his mind the ftream of mutic ftole, 
And footh’d the labouring rapture of his foul. 

(To be concluded in our next.) 


a ws ee 


Edwy and Elgiva; a Tragedy in five Aits. Performed at the New 
Theatre, Written by Charles Ja @i Ingerfol. 8vo. Pr. 84. 
Dickins, Philadelphia. 1801 


T is a felf evident maxim that all the arts which conduce to the 

embellithment of fociety are to be reverenced ; thole, therefore, 
who write for the ft. ge fhould be highly eftcemed, as, of all the arcs, 
dramatic poetry is that which has the moft powerful influence over 
the hu man heart. 

The ran nice poet feizes, at once, upon all the faculties of the 
foul; he moves them at his wil! , he appals with terror; excites by de 
light, and 1 in{pires with glory ; ‘he forces the tears of pity, he impels 
the convuifions of laughter; fhame becomes, in his hanas, a battery, 
and indignation a two- edoed fword aeainit vice: while we hear his 
languige and fee his ideas fait thfully perfonifi 1, we are no longct 
Maiters of our own fecli Ings: We, as it were, give ourfelves up to be 
New modelled ; and though the fame abhorrence of wrong and appro 
bation of right, which ‘agitate us in the fcene, do not always ace 
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248 @RIGINAL CRITICISM. 


company us into common life, yet it is certain that fome of the leffons 
which we imbibe in this great fchool of morality, make us better, 
‘even in defpite of ourfelves. 

When fuch is the utility of the theatre, and fuch the fway of the 
dramatic poet; when the ftage {peaks fo forcibly to the heart, as the 
organ of amufement and virtue, there is little wonder it fhould be 
foltered by the grave and the gay; and that wife legiflators fhould 
ufe its perfuafion as one of the beft of laws, and clafs its influence 
mext to that of religion itfelf. We are forry to fay, that a very {mall 
portion of this falutary influence can be reafonably expected to flow 
from the performance of Mr. INGERsoL. 

The pieces, which have hitherto been exhibited on the American 
ftage, have confifted, for the moft part, of the ftock-plays of our bef 
Englifh poets, together with an annual addition of fuch modern 
works as have been moft fuceefsful in England. Whether the nature 
of republican government, the bufy habits of commerce, or the 
American climate, be ungenial to poetry, we know not ; but certain 
it is, that we have feen but very few produ€tions of this nature from 
the pen of Americans, which do not fink far below mediocrity, 
Some little things, indeed, we have lately had handed to us, which 
form an exception to this remark, amoneft which are the poetical 
effays of Mr. Dennig of New Hampfhire; We have alfo been 
much pleafed with a poem entitled.the Powers of Genius, by Mr. 
Liwn of Philadelphia. America has been very fruitful in orators, 
and profe-writers. GaLLowAy, HAMILTON, JEFFERSON, AME;, 
Boupsnot, Morse, Berkwnap, Dr. SmitH of New Jerfey, Ocpes, 
Jay, and many others that we could name, have difcovered abilities, 
not very frequently to be met with in any country ; but the poetic 
mufe feems, as yet, to have had but few votaries in the United States, 
and of thofe few fcarcely one has courted her with fuccefs. As © 
dramatic poetry, the few attempts of this nature that we have fees, 
before the prefent piece, were abfolutely beneath criticifm ; compo 
fitions totally deftitute of energy or effect. The ftructure of th 
American dramas is always too inartificialh The authors cannot 
faid to have failed in drawing characters, becaufe there is not th 
flightcft reafon to fuppofe they ever attempted to draw one. All th 
numerous political plots that they have feen unravelled have not taug}! 
them to invent one plot for the ftage; and, as to their wit, we mi 
apply the old line; ** but you make a point to have no point at all. 
We fay not this for the purpofe of indulging critical feverity ; but” 
excite emulation in a people, defcended from thofe, who proudly ra 
amongit them an Otway, a Congreve, and a Shakefpeare. 

The piece under our immediate confideration is written by a you% 
man, and dedicated to Mrs. Merry, whom the Britifh public " 
much admired as an actrefs, and efteemed as a woman, under! 
name of Brunton. We copy the Dramatis Persone becaufe our Englit 
readyis may recollect fome of the performers to have * ftrutted chet 
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hour upon the ftage” in this country, and will not much lament, that 
here * they are heard no more,” 


DRAMATIS PERSONE. 


Edwy (King of England).......Mr. Coortr, 
Prince Edgar weeececsvcccecees Mr. Cain. 
Archbifhop Odo oe eeeeeeee0e+ Mr. Morris. 
Dunflan, ws eccecevcecccees Mr. WARREN: 
Godolphin wecereceescecceee Mr. WIGNELL. 


TR 6500066606 60%6601 2 ee 


2 es iw et £4 ROR OE Mr. Pricomore, 
Sohn Tr. : ace eda ee e906 6 Mr. Usuer, 
Officer. .cecveees eccesvccee Mr. Hopkins. 


Elgiva...+.++.++ Mrs, Merry, 


This tragedy is built on hiftorical teftimony and intended to pour 
tray the loves of Epwy and Exaiva, the pride and vengeance of 
DuNsTAN, and the conteft for power between the fecular priefts and 
the tribe of monkhood. Here is a large fcope for raifing all the 
pafions of human nature, and directing them into a proper channel ; 
but alas! the author has only raifed one, and that is, contempt for 
his prefumption. He feems not to have a fing!e requifite for literary 
compofition of any kind: his diction is pucrile, weak, and unme- 
trical ; his fentences are made up of expletives, which do not ferve 
even the poor purpofe of fmoothing the meafure ; he has never been 
told, that every epithet, which does not add a force to, muft take 
from, the ftrength of the language, and his fentences are loaded with 
them; his conftruction is every where harfh and full of falfe 
pofitions, even where there would be little difficulty in a tranf- 
pofition. ' 

The firft inftance we remember is : 

“¢ Could have wrought this on their wavering minds.” 


How eafily might on be made upon and wavering a {pondee inftead 
of adatyl? His heroine is every where read Elgiva. 

Of his grammatical knowledge a fingle quotation will be fufficient 
proof ; 


“© Your/elf my liege are excommunicated,’’ 


Where yourfelf is meant for a nominative cafe without a primitive. 
Of his ear take one line out of a thoufand for its fmoothnefs— 
“‘ Well difciplined and richly accoutered ;” 

and for harmony : 

«© And who wait but his nod to grafp their {pears ;"* 
fo* ten dull words oft creep in one dull linc,” where can the paul 
be made, which is effential to Englith poetry ? 
oan fkill in Orthoepy is but fmall, He ules topple as throwing 
cown ; 
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356 ORIGINAL CRITICISM, 
€¢ Left he thould topp/e dawn the Saxon throne,'? 
He fays to the guards : 
 ——___. di /vatch your office.” 
€€ Bat till fear thy paflion, fo long pent 
© Wichin the limits of compulfive filence, 
6° Will Lighten forth with rae ungticuchable,”® 
Can the word lighten, by any of the. wildeft figures, ever be brought 
to can burfi for) ? 
Elziva tays to Dunttan: 
t Oh! once again let me embrace him ;” 
And the anfwer ts: Ne 
“© Suffer the inceftuous monilers not to meet.,?? 
The Monk afterwards 
“s —furirvely carries off his tteafure,”’ 
And the lady 1s 
«© MYrageved into foreign lands. to murder,’* 
inftead of to be muruered. 


————— ** Till go on, 
‘6 Progreffiing yet in attions,”’ 


Speaking of Dunftan : 


© They till believe him faint and holy martyr’? ~ 


What! a martyr while living ? 
Reader, if you with for metaphorical flights of fancy, read 
On. 
66 Caution mutt fteal upon him unawares, 
«© And, when the grafps him tn her iron fangs, 
«© Ne’er guit the hold, till fhe has crufh’d him.” 
, a° . ' Pes Pi . . 
Well done dully caution! But, with all this blufter, the iron 
fangs are, alittic afterward, diffulved in poppy water : 
eoiniiinhbmailitisn ‘© burfting the fleep, 


ly h the opiale Caution had compofed me,.’? 


4 


Edwy tells his nobles, indignantly, thac Dunftan had fharply ree 
proved him; and one of them exclaims ; 
«© Abominable treafon !—when the fhould 
‘© Have bent the tender fhoot, with u//- torce 
‘© He would have torn it from the clinging earth’ — 
But a quotation of abfurdities would be endlefs: we give one 
more only, as itis not inapplicable to the author himfelf : 
‘ ‘© The head indeed is foul, 
66 Staffed with hyperbole,’’——— 
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Though the author has not attempted charaéer, yet he has ene 
deavoured to imitate Shakefpeare by introducing a fol, to utter two or 
three tpeeches. his fool is not at all ** material to the plot,” nor 
is he inttrumental in its conduct, and we only wonder how he got in 
troduced at all. He fpeaks half profe, half rhime, fubftituting this 
wretched jargon for humour. We know not how a tranfatlantic 
audience relifhed it; but we truft an Englifh one, after the firft 
fentence, would not have been at a lofs on what head to put the cap 
and bells. 

Charles Jared Ingerfol may have heard or read a tranflation of 
s¢ Dabitur licentia fumpta pudenter,” becaufe it is a neceflary wheel 
in the machine of dramatic invention; and fo he bms deviated without 
any reafon or effe&, from hiftory, in making Exciva die love 
ftricken, and in killing Epwy in battle, at the fame moment; when 
the {kilful poet, by adhering to hiftory, might have roufed our indig- 
nation at monkifh cruelty, and our pity for furviving affection. a 
the early suitof his drama our author has kept clofe enough to facts. 
Dunstan, we ace told, ** lived in a cell fo fmall, that he could 
neither ftand erect nor lie along in it,” which this fublime genius has 
rendered thus : 


cé My days all paft in poftures moft confevained.”” 


This conftruction is fo whimfical, that we cannot help fancying 
Dunftan in a fort of cell, which is by no means confined to the oc- 
cupancy of faints, where we will leave him with all our hearts; and, 
if he fhould want a manuel to affift him in his devotions, we cannot 
but wifh, that he might be indulged with an unfold copy (if the beok- 
feller fhould have one) of Enwy and Erciva. 

The Prologue, written by a tri¢nd, ditcovers good fenfe, fome 
tafte, fancy, and judgment, with a fkill in verfification ; we fhall fub- 
join it as our readers are not likely otherwife to procure a fightof it. 
And when Charles Jared Ingerfol feels the feribenai cacoéthes upoh him 
again, we would recommend him to confult this Philadefphia 
Philadelphos, fubmitting to his criticifm every word and cwery 
ientiment. 


PROLOGUE. 


WRITTEN BY A FRIEND AND SPOKEN BY MR, WIGKNELbBe: 


se As the nice florift, with unwearied toil, 
Colleéis the tribute of each varidus foil, ' . 
Decks his parterre with many a foreign bloom, aa 
And bids unwonted fweets the’alr perfume ; an 
So we, to amufe our gen’rous patrons, here, 
Have bid each plant of foreign growth appeat,” °)’ 
Have {een the blofoms of a diltant land, hovel & 
Beneath your animating fmile, expand ; 
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© Left he thould topp/e dawn the Saxon throne,'? 
He fays to the guards : 
§ ————— di/vatch your office,” 


s¢ Bat ftill I fear thy paffion, fo long pent 
‘¢ Within the limifs of cémpulfive filence, 
66 Will d:ghten forth with raze unqdeiuchable,” 


Can the word lighten, by any of the. wildeft figures, ever be brought 
to mean burl forh ? 
Elziva tays to Dunttan: 
‘© Oh! once again let me embrace him ;’* 
And the anfwer ts: y BEY (ak. 
“© Suffer the inceftuous monfters not to meet,?? 
The Monk afterwards 
ce 
And the lady 1s 
« NYragged into foreign iands to murder,’* 
inftead of to be muruered. 


Surirvely carries off his tteafure,”” 





| “¢ T Mill go on, 
‘6 Progreffing yet in actions,”’ 
Speaking of Dunftan : 
| «© They -ftill believe him faint and holy martyr’? —~ 
What! a martyr while living ? 
Reader, if you with for metaphorical flights of fancy, read 
On: | 
66 Caution mutt fteal upon him unawares, 
«¢ And, when the grafps him in her iron fangs, 
«© Ne’er guit the hold, till fhe has cruth’d him.” 
», Well done Sully caution! | But, with all this blufter, the iron 
fangs are, alittic afterward, dilfulved in poppy water : 





*< burfting the fleep, 
“© To which the opiate caution had compofed me.’? 


Edwy tells his nobles, indignantly, thac Dunftan had fharply res 
proved him; and one of them exclaims ; 


«© Abominable treafon !—when the fhould 
‘© Have bent the tender fhoot, with i2/- force 
¢¢ He would have torn it from the clinging earth’’— 


But a quotation of abfurdities would be endlefs: we give one 
more only, as it 1s not inapplicable to the author himfelf : 


‘* The head indeed is foul, 
§* Stuffed with hyperbole,””——~ . 
Though 
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Though the author has not attempted charaéer, yet he has ene 
deavoured to imitate Shakefpeare by introducing a fool, to utter two or 
three tpeeches. This fool is not at all ‘* material to the plot,” nor 
is he inftrumental in its conduct, and we only wonder how he got in- 
troduced at all. He fpeaks half profe, half rhime, fubftituting this 
wretched jargon for humour. We know not how a tranfatlantic 
audience relifhed it; but we truft an Englifh one, after the firf 
fentence, would not have been at a lofs on what head to put the cap 
and bells. 

Charles Jared Ingerfol may have heard or read a tranflation of 
*¢ Dabitur licentia f{umpta pudenter,” becaufe it is a neceflary wheel 
in the machine of dramatic invention ; and fo he hms deviated without 
any reafon or effet, from hiftory, in making Exciva die love 
ftricken, and in killing Epwy in battle, at the fame moment; when 
the fkilful poet, by adhering to hiftory, might have roufed our indig- 
nation at monkifh cruelty, and our pity for furviving affection. . 
the early sort of his drama our author has kept clofe enough to facts. 
Dunstan, we are told, ** lived in a cell fo fmall, that he could 
neither ftand erect nor lie along in it,” which this {ublime genius has 
rendered thus : 


«¢ My days all paft in pofures molt confrained.” 


This conftruétion is fo whimfical, that we cannot help fancying 
Dunftan in a fort of cell, which is by no means confined to the oc- 
cupancy of faints, where we will leave him with all our hearts; and, 
if he fhould want a manuel to affift him in his devotions, we cannot 
but wifh, that he might be indulged with an unfold copy (if the beok- 
feller fhould have one) of Epwy and Eraiva. 

The Prologue, written by a friend, difcovers good fenfe, fome 
tafte, fancy, and judgment, with a fkill in verfification ; we fhall fub- 
join it as our readers are not likely otherwife to procure a fight.of it. 
And when Charles Jared Ingerfol feels the feribenai cacoethes upoh him 
again, we would recommend him to confult ‘this Philadelphia 
Philadelphos, fubmitting to his criticifm every word and. every 
icntiment. | 


__ PROLOGUE. 


WRITTEN BY A FRIEND AND SPOKEN BY MR, WIGNELbe) 


© As the nice florift, with unwearied toil, | oat 
Colleéts the tribute of each varidus foil,’ ap * ~ 
Decks his parterre with many,a foreign blobm, ' he 
And bids unwonted fweets the’alr perfunie ; , at! 
So we, to amufe our gen’rous'pattOns,: here, : | 
Have bid each plant of foreign growth appeat, 
Have {een the blofioms of a diftant Jand, 
Beneath your animating fmile, expand ; itty. 
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And a new hemifphere, with loud acclaim, 
Swell the proud triumph of a Shakefpeare’s name, 
For native genius we the meed invite, 

For native genius afk your fmiles to-night. 
For one we plead, who, in life’s early {pring 
Has ventur’d hither, on untutor’d wing ; 
And if he afk the pitying tear to flaw, 

It is not for a tals of fancied woe ; 

From faithful hiftory’s recording page, 

He draws the picture of a diftant age ; 

When fuperitition wav’d her flaming brand, 
And rul’d, with iron fway, an abject land, 
E’en pure religion’s caufe, defil’d with gore, 
And love’s refiftlefs bands afunder tore, 

‘© Yemanly guardians of this rifing land, 
Who rang’d, but not in hoftile order, ftand ; 
With modeft hope, yet not uncheck’d by fear, 
To you he turnsbe juft, but not fevere. 

If chance, the crjtic trace th’ exuberant fhoot, 
. Deem it a proof of vigour at the root ; 

‘Too foon is Fancy’s tender fcion check’d, 

And withers, in the thade of cold neglect. 

‘* To you, ye fair, in whom, ev’n now I trace 
‘The finile of candour, brightening every face, 
‘He next appeals, nor frujtlefs the appeal— 
Your hearts, of nicer mould, were form’d to feel. 
In you, each fofter quality we find, 

Ordain’d to polifh, and to blefs mankind. 

Tf you but fmile, fecure he deems his caufe ; 

Aod, hap’ly, cherifh'd by your kind applaufe, 

Fancy thall loftier foar, uncheck’d by fears, 
And nobler efforts mark his future years.’’ 


The printing of this work is no bad fpecimen of American 


art, as the type is fharp and correct with but a fingle erratum. 





oe —_ — —_— ——— 





Barrow’s Travels in Southern Africa. 
(Concluded from P. 227.) 


‘Y sN-our Jaft extracts from this interefting work we exhibited fome 

ftrong marks of the cruelty of the Dutch to the native inhabitants 
of the county ; the following quotation will fhew that they are not 
lefs barbarous in the treatment of their domeftic animals. In travel- 
ling over a country extremely difficult of accefs, the greateft exertions 
on the part of the men, and the greateft labour on the part of the 
oxen (by which the waggons in which Mr. Barrow and his attend- 
ar‘> travelled were drawn) were neceflary to extricate them from 2 


dehie which is decribed as ** a horrible chafm.”’ At length it was 
¢fected ; b 


—** not, 
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— not, however, without producing an inftance of brutality and cruelty 
that will fcarcely be fuppofed to exift in a civilized country. While the poor 
animals were ftrugvling and tearing on their knees, and exerting their ftrength 
to the utmott to draw up the waggons, the owner of one of the teams, en- 
raged at their want of fuccefs, drew out of its cafe a large crooked knife with 
atharp point, and fixing on one of the oxen for the object on which he might 
ive vent to his fury, cut him with feveral gafhes acrofs the ribs, in the 
oi and in the flelhy part of the thigh, fome of them from fix to feven 
inches long, and fo deep that when the animal walked they opened two in- 
ches in width. he fize of the wounds is not mentioned loofely for the fuke 
of exaggeration, bur is given from a¢tual meafurement. ‘The ribs were lite. 
tally laid bare, and the blood ran down in ftreams ; yet in this condition the 
poor beaft was obliged to draw in the waggons for the fpace of three hours, 
after having received fuch brutal treatment. By two of the gafhes a large 
piece of flefh was very nearly taken out of the thick part of the thigh; and 
had it not been for the irritable ftate of mind into which the favage conduct 
pf the fellow had thrown me, but more particularly left it fhould feem to 
give a kind of countenance to his brutality, I fhould have afked him to have 
cut it entirely out, as it could not imaterially have encrealed the pain to the 
beaft ; not for the fake of proving the delicacy of an Abyflinian beef-fteak, 
quivering with life, but to have obferved the progrefs of the wound. In 
three or four days the gafhes were fkinned over, and appeared to give the 
animal little uneafinefs, but the cicatrices would always remain; and from 
thefe fort of fears on the bodies of many of the oxen, it is to be feared that 
cutting is a practice but too common among them, notwithfanding that mott 
of the peafantry of the party feemed to be fhocked at it. This was the {e~ 
cond inftance of the kind that I had occafion to witnefs in the courfe of this 
tour; the other was perhaps the more cruel, as it was excreifed on parts of 
the body more fufceptible of pain, the nofe and the tongue. In this initance 
the animal bellowed moft hideouily, burit from the yoke, and plunging into 
the thickets, made his efcape. Even in the neighbourhood of the Cape, 
where, from a more extended civilization, one would expect a greater degree 
of humanity, feveral atrocious aéts of the kind are notorious. One of the 
inhabitants, better known from his wealth and vulgarity than trom any good 
quality he poffefies, boafts that he can at any time ftart his team on a full 
gallop by whetting his knife only on the fide ofthe waggon. In exhibsing 
this matterly experiment, the effect of a long and conitant perfeverance in 
brutality, to fome of his friends, the waggon was overturned, and one of the 
company, unluckily not the proprietor, had his leg broken, Hortentot’s 
Holland kloof, a fteep pafs over the firft range of mountains beyond the pro- 
montory of the Cape, has been the fcene of many an inftance of this fort of 
cruelty, I have heard a fellow boaft that, after cutting and flafhing one of 
his oxen in this kloof, till an entire piece, of a foot fquare, did not remain in 
the whole hide, he ftabbed him to the heart ; and the perfon is faid, at another 
time, to have kindled a fire under the belly of an ox, becaufe 1t could not 
craw the waggon up the fame kloot.” 


The Kaffers are a people who refide on the frontiers of the colony, 
and whofe territory 13 divided from it by the Gjreat Fifh river, Mr. 
Barrow paid a vilit to their King in order to fettle fome differences 


which had arifen between them aud the fettlers. He gives a mot 
. favourable 
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favourable account of them; and very properly repels a calumny which 
has long been cait upon them. 

Te is a common idea, indaftrioufly kept up in the colony, that the Kaffery 
are a favage, treacherous, and cruel people ; a chara¢ter as falfe as it is unmerited, 
Their moderation towards the colonifts, and all white people, has fhewn ir. 
felf on many occafions; and if the inhabitants of the bordering parts of the 
colony had any fenfe of honour or feelings of gratitude, inftead of afifling to 
propagate, they would endeavour to fuppreis, fuch an ideas They know 
very well that in the height of a war into which this people was iniquitouty 
driven, the lives of all their women and children that fell into the hands of 
the Kaffers were fpared by them, whilft their own fell promifcuouily by the 
hands of the colonifts. Another inftance of the different manner in which 
the Dutch and the Kaffers condu€ied themfelves, under the fame circum. 
flances, will ferve to thew which of the two nations moft dcferves the cha. 
satter thrown upon the latter. 

‘© In the month of February, 1796, a veffel from India under Genoefe 
colours was wrecked on the coaft of the colony between the Bosjefman and 
Sunday rivers. The pe aff intry from various parts of the coaft, from Lange. 
kloof to Kafferland, flocked down to the wreck, not for the hamane purpofe 
of giving afiifance to the unfortunate fufferers, but to plunder them of every 
thing that could be got on fhore ; andit is a notorious fatt, that the only man 
who was anxious to fecure fome prope rty for the captain and officers had his 
brains dafhed out with an iron bolt by one of his neighbours, 

*¢ In June 1797, the Hercules, an American fhip, was ftranded between 
the mouths of the Keifkamma and the Beeka. By the time that the crew, 
contiting of about fixty perfons, had got onthe fhore, they found themfelves 
furrounded by Kaffers, and expefted immediacely to have been put to death 
by thefe favages. Initead of which, to their no {mall degree of joy and fur. 
prife, a chief gave orders for an ox to be inftantly killed, and the fleth dif. 
tributed os the unfortunate fuflerers. There 1s, however, one tenipt. 
ation wl | Kaifer cannot refift—the fight of metal buttons ; and thofe who 
fuffered this pwreck, and who happened to have any of thefe articles about their 
perfons, hi id them cut off withont much ceremony. ‘They were deprived of 
no other part of their property ; and they were conduéted in fafety to the re- 
fidence of fome of the cclonitts, from whom a demand was made of five rix 
dollars for the captain, and an equal fum for the whole of the crew, as a full 
compenfztion for their trouble—a very moderate and juft demand ; and it 
were to be withed thar. the example of the Kaffers was obferved on fome more 
civilized coatts.”” 

Of Garxa, the King of the K. affers, and of that people in general, 
we bagre the following interefting r defcription, 


‘ Gaika was a young Man, at this time under twenty years of age, of an 
elegant form, and a grace eful and manly deportment ; his height about five 
feet ten inches; his face of a deep bronze color, approaching ne arly to black ; 


his fhin foft and fmooth ; his eyes dark browny and full of animation; his 
teeth regular, well-fet, and white as me purett ivory : his countenance open, 
but more ma matt with the habic of reflexion than is ufually gbferved in that 
of a Kaffer: he had the a PPS arance, indeed, of pofleiiing in an eminent de- 
gree a folid satan ding and a clear head: to every queition that related ta 
their manners, cuftomrs, sorts and various other points he gave, without 
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embarraffment or referve, direct and unequivocal anfwers ; and itis to him I am 
principally indebted for the litle information I am enabled to give concerming 
the Kaffer nation: his u derftending was not more ftrong than his difpofition 
apps ared to be amiable: he feemed to be the adored object of his fubjecis ; 
the name of Gaika was in every mouth, and it was feldom pronounced witht 
out fymproms of joy. He had one wile only, very young, and, fetting 
afide the prejudice aguinft colour, very preity, by whom he had a little gurl 
called Fafa. Likethe thiefs in the colony he wore a brafs chain fafpended, 
onthe lets dey from a wreath of copper beads that encircled his head : on his 
arm he had five large rings cut cut of the folid tutks of elephants, and round 
his neck was a chain of bea's. his clozk was faced with {kins of leopards ; 
but he threw this drefs afide, and, like the reit of his people, appeared en, 
tirely naked. 

«© The queen had nothing to diftinguifh her from the other women, except 
that her cloak feemed to have had more pains betiowed upon it in the drefling, 
and had three rows behind of brafs-buttons extending from the hood to the 
bottom of the fkirts, and fo clofe that they touched each other, ‘The reft of 
the women were contented with a few of thefe ftraggling over different parts 
of the cloak. This weighty covering is never laid afide in the horteft weather ; 
bat they wear nothing whatfoever under it, except the little apron that the 
Hottentot women tike fuch pains to decorate. The Kaffer ladies are not 
Jefs anxious to appear {mart about the head. ‘Their fkin-caps were ornamented 
with buttons, buckles, beads, or fhellsy according as fancy might fuggelt or 
their wardrobe could fupply.’’ 

“© There perhaps is no nation on earth, taken colleflively, tl» can pro. 
duce fo fine a race of men as the Kaffers: they are tall, flout, mufcular, well 
made, elegant figures, ‘They are exempt, indeed, from many of thofe caufes 
that, in more civilized focieties, contribute to impede the growth of the 
body. ‘Their dietis fimple; their exercife of a falutary nature ; their body is 
neither cramped nor encumbered by clothing ; the air they bieathe is pure 5 
their reft is not difturbed by violent love, nor their minds ruffled by jealouly ; 
they are free from thofe licentious appetites which proceed frequendy more 
froma depraved imagination than a real natural want: their frame is neither 
fhaken nor enervated by the ufe of intoxicating liquors, which they are not 
acquainted with; they eat when hungry, and ileep when nature demands it. 
With iuch a kind of life, languor and melancholy have little todo, ‘The 
countenance of a Kaffer is always chearful ; and the whole of his demeanor 
befpeaks content and peace of mind. 

** Though black, or very neatly fo, they have not one line of the African 
negro in the compofition of their perfons. The co nparative anatoiilt mighe 
be a little perplexed in placing the fkull of a Kaffer in the chain, fo ingemoully 
pot together by him, comprehending all the links from the mott perfect Bu 
ropean to the Ourang-Outang, and thence through all the monkey -trioe. 
"The head ofa Kaffer 1s not elongated: the frontal and the ecciputal bones 
form nearly a femicircle ; and a line from the forchead to the chin drawn over 
the nofe is convex like that of moit Europeans. In fhort, hal not Nature 
befowed upon him the dark-colournnng principle that an stomut 5 have difeovered 

to be ow ing toa ceriain gelatinous fiutd lying between the epidermis and 
the cuticle, he might have ranked among the firtt of Europeans. 

‘* Among other things that may have coniributed to have kept up the tall 
apuleiic ature of thefe people, is their frequent intermarriages with itrangers. 
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The principal article of their trade with the Tambookie nation is the ex. 
change of cattle for their young women. Almoft every chief has Tame 
bookie wives, though they pay much dearer for them than for thofe of their 
own people. Polygamy is allowed, without any inconvenience refultin 
from the practice, as it is confined almoft to the chiefs. The circumftances 
of the common people will rarely allow them the indulgence of more than 
one wifc, 2s no woman is to be obtained without. purchafe. ‘The femmes" 
being confidered as the property of their parents, are always difpofed GF by } 
fale. ‘The common price of a wife is an ox or a couple of cows. Love with 
them is a very confined paffion, taking but little hold on the mind. When 
an offer is made for the purchafe of a daughter, fhe feels little inclination to 
refufe ; fhe confiders herfelf as an article at market, and is neither furprifed, 
nor unhappy, nor interefted, on being told that fhe is about to be difpofed of. 
‘There is no previous courtfhip, no exchange of fine fentiments, no nice 
feelings, nor attentions to catch the affeétions, and to attach the heart. It 
would be unjuft at the fame time to tax them with fenfuality. A Kaffer 
woman is chafte and extremely modeft ; yet, in many points of conduct, in 
which fhe differs from females of more-polifhed nations, the latter part of her 
character might be called in gueftion. If, for inftance, a young woman be 
afked whether fhe be married, not content with giving the fimple negative, 
fhe throws open her cloak and difplays her bofom ; and, as moft frequently 
fhe has no other covering beneath, the perhaps may difcover at the fame time, 
though unintentionally, more of her charms. 

_ © Initances of infidelity are very rare; and, when they do occur, are ac- 
cidental  iher than premeditated. The punifhment isa fine, and, if the man 
choofes it, difmiifal of his wife; but fhould a huthand furprife his wife in the 
att of adultery, the law would juftify him in putting the parties to death, 
"Their laws in general appear to be very fimple, and grounded lefs on poly 
than on natural principles. Ifa murder fhould appear to be premeditated, the 
perpetrator is inftantly put to death, If a man fhould kill another in his own 
detence, in a quarrel, or by accident, he mult pay to the relations of the de- 
eeafed, as a compenfation for their lofs, a certain fine, which is either agreed 
to among themfelves, or fettled by the chief and the elders of the horde. In 
doing this, the value that the deceafed bore in the fociety is taken only into 
confideration. A chief has no power over the lives of his fubjeéts : fhould he 
by defign, or in the heat of paflien, put a man to death, he would occur the 
hazard of being expelled by the community. For theft there is no other pu- 
niihment than that of reftitution, ‘They know nothing of the practice of im- 
prifonment for any crime.’’ 






The Bosje/mans, a people who live on another part of the frontiers, 
and fubfift chiefly by depredations committed on the colonifts, are a 
very different race of beings from the Kaffers. 


** The horde or kraal (of Bosjesmans) confifted of five-and-twenty huts, each 
made of a fmall grafs-mat bent into a femicircle, and fattened down between two 
fticks ; open betore, bnt clofed behind with afecond mat. They were about 
three feet high and four feet wide, and the ground in the middle was dug out like 
the neft of an oftrich; a little grafs Rrewed in this hollow ferved as their bed, 
i which they feemed to have lain coiled round in the manner of fome quadru- 
peds. Tt appeared that it was cuftomary for the elderly men to haye two wives, 
one old and pat child-bearing, and the other young; that no degree of con- 
| fanguinity 
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fanguinity prevented a matrimonial connection, except between brothers and RRR 
fifters, parents and children. One of thefe miferable huts ferved for a whole es eee 
family. The population of the horde was calculated to amount to about a 
hundred and fifty perfons. They poffeffed no fort of animals except does, 
which, unlike thofe of the Kaffers, were remarkably fat. ‘They appeared to 
be of a {mall cur-kind, with long-pointed heads not unlike that of the common 
jackal. ‘The high condition in which thefe creatures were found feemed very rt 
difficult to be accounted for. ‘They have neither milk nor animal food to eat. 
The only viands we found in the huts were a few fmall bulbous rogts, the eggs 
or larva of white ants, and the dried larva of locufts. ‘The peafantry fay that 
the dogs of Bosjefmans exift almoft wholly upon the la% article, the great 
plenty of which, in the prefent year, may account for the fatnefs of thefe Lot 
animals. Ae 
© ‘The men were entirely naked, and moft of the women fo. ‘Their only 
covering was a belt of {pringbok’s tkin, with the part that was intended to 




























hang before cut into long threads like thofe before mentioned to be worn by aoe 
fome of the Hottentot women; but the filaments were fo {mall and thin that es Bh 
they anfwered no fort of ufe as a covering; nor indeed did the females, ee 


either old or young, feem to feel any fenfe of fhame in appearing before us 
naked. Whether in the confufion and hurry they had fcrambled among the 
rocks before they had time to adjuft this their only drefs, or whether they 
were indifferent about concealing any particular part of their bodies, their 
aprons happened to be very carelefsly put on. ‘The fringed part of fome was 
hanging behind ; of others, on the exterior part of the thigh ; and fome had 
fallen down as low as the knee, Yet they were not entirely without fome 
notions of finery. A few had caps made of the fkins of afles, in form not 
unlike helmets ; and bits of copper, or fhells, or beads, were hanging in the 
neck, fufpended from their little curling tufts of air. All the men had the 
cartilege of the nofe bored, through which they wore a piece of wood or a 
Porcupine’s quill. | . 

‘‘ Whether confidered as to their perfor, turn of mind, or way of life, || 
the Bosjefmans are certainly a moft extraordinary race of people. In their “79 
perfons they are extremely diminutive, ‘The talleit of the men meafured only 779 
four. feet nine inches, and the talleft woman four feet four inches. About 77 
four feet fix inches is faid to be the middle fize of the men, and four feet that [Fy 
of the women. One of thefe that had feveral children meafured only three 7 
feet nige inches. ‘Their color, their hair, and the general turn of their fea- © 
tures, evidently denote a common origin with the Hottentots, though the 
latter, in point of perfonal appearance, has the advantage by many dagrees. 79s 
The Mac} saweh indeed, are amongtt the uglieft of all human beings. The a 
flat nofe, high cheek-bones, prominent chin, und concave vifage, partake Fy 
much of the apeifh chara¢ter, which their keen eye, always in motion, tends 
not to diminifh. The upper lid of this organ, as in that of the Chinele, is 77g) 
rounded into the lower on the fide next the nofe, and forms not an angle, asgi gig? 
is the cafe in the eye of an European. It is perhaps from this circumftancegyy 
that they are known in the colony under the name of Cineeze, or Chinefe 
Hottentots. ‘Their bellies are uncommonly protuberant, and their backs 
holiow ; but their limbs feem to be in general well terned and proportioned 
Their a&tivity is incredibly great. The klip-{pringing antelope can fearce| 
excel them in leaping from rock to rock ; and they are faid to be fo {wif 


that, on rough ground, or up the fides of mountains, horfémen have n 
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chance with them. And, as the means of increafing their fpeed in the chace, 
or when purfued by an enemy, the men had adopted a cuftom, which wag 
fuficiently remarkable, of puthing the tefticles to the upper part of the root 
of the pents, where they feemed to remain as firmly and conveniently as if 
placed there by nature. It is unneceffiry to add, that fuch an operatiog 
mult neceffarily be performed at an early period of ‘if. 

*€ Curious as this cu'tom appeared to be, it was lefs a fubje& of remark 
than an extraordinary charaéter ‘hat dittinguithed the other fex from the women 
of molt nations. ‘The weil known ftory of the Hotientot women poffefling 
an unufual appendare to vhofe parts that are feldom expofed to view, which 
belonged not to ‘Qe fex in general, is perfectly true with regard to the Bos. 
jefans. The horde we had met with potfifled it to a woman; and, with. 
out the leaft offence to modefly, there was no difficulty in fatisfying curiofity. 
It appeared, on examination, to ve an elongation of the nymphe, or interior 
labia, more or lefs extended according io the age or habit of the pron. In 
jutancy it ts joit apparent, re me in gencral, may be faid to increafe in length 
with age. The longeli that was meafured fomewhat exceeded five a oil 
which was in a fubject of a middle age. Many were faid to have them much 
manger. Thele pr comellad nymphe, collapted and pendent, appear at firtt 
riew to belong to the other fex. Their colour is that of livid blue, inclin« 
ing toa reddiih tint, not unlike the excrefcence on the beak of a turkey, 
which indeed may ferve to convey a tolerable good idea of the whole appear. 
ance both as to colour, fhape, and fize. The parece lips or nymphe in 
Ecropean fubjects whic h are corrugated or plaited, lofe entirely that part of 
their character when brought out in the Llosuinene. and become perfeétly 
fmocth. ‘Though in the latter ftate they may poflefs none of thofe ftimu. 
lating qualities tor which f{ me an atomifts have fuppofed Nature to have 
formed them, they have at leaft the advantage of ferving as a protection 


agatnit violence from the other fex, it feeming next to impoflible for 2 man 
to cohabit with one of thefe women without her confent, or even afliftance. 


‘© Nature feems to have ftudied how to make this Pigmy race dilguiting 4 
- %¥ we 1] - +4 o’ whe - + exc i . tr » it. 
though a certain French traveller has thought fir ‘culpate Nature on this 


~~ See ' 
int, by aiferting the above-men 


coniorn ation n to be entirely the effect 


of art. The tertimony of the pe ople thet fal eS, » have no others idga but 
that the whole human race is fo formed, is Cdihine: to contradict fuch a fups 
pofition ; but many ther proofs might Se adduced to fhew that the aflertion 


1s without any foundation in truth, Numbers of Bosjefmans’ women are now 
in the colony who were taken from their mothers when infants, and brought 
up by the farmers, who, from the day of their captivity, have never had any 
intercourfe whatfoever with their countrymen, nor know, except from report, 


to what tribe or nation they belong; yet al] thefe have the fame conforma. 


tion of the parts naturally, and without any forced means. The ftory of 


their pet rpending pieces of ilone in o: rder to draw down the tntertor labia, is 
{till popular in Bray “am Hoogté, where the author above alluded to received 


it. ‘te was here that he fpent the gre: iteft part of his time with his Narina 3 
for at that time a tribe of Ghonaquas lay on a plain bordering on the Greate 
Fith river. ‘The vilit of this gentleman is fill very well remembered theres 
though he ¢ akes care to dupprefs any mention of the country being inhabited 
by colonitts, which, he iuppofed, weuld have diminifhed the sntere he ine 
tended to excite, It may be obferved that the people of Bruyntjes Hoogte 
know as little of the Bosjefmans as thefe do of the Englifhy the communica- 
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tion heing pretty much the fame. The fame author fays it was from a Hot. 
tentot woman he made bis drawing. If the print given in his book has 
been copied from that drawing, it fhould feem to have been a ftudy rather 
from his own imagination than from nature. 

« The elongated nymphe are found in all Hottentot women, only they 
are fhorter in thote of the colony, feldom extending three inches, and in 
many tuhjects appearing only as a proje@ting orifice or elliptical tube of an 
inch, or lefs, in length. Inthe 42/faard it ceafes to appear; a proof that 
a connection with different nations counteracts the predi{pofition to fuch a 
conformation. 

“ It is not, however, to the fouthern angle of Africa alone that the 
fame predifpofition for the elongation of the nymphe is confined. The 
phyfical caufes that tend to the produdion of fo extraordinary an effect 
operated in parts of Egypt, fituated under the parallels 
of latitude as the Hottentot country. It was here, however, confidered as 
adifeafe, an appearance fo deformed and difguiting, that thofe who were 
troubled with it were glad to undergo the violent pain of the actual cautery 
in order to get rid of it. 

“ The great curvature of the fpine inwards, and extended pofteriors, are 
characteriftic of the whole Hotientot race; but in fome of the fmal! Bof- 
jelmans they are carried to a moft extravagant degree. If the letter S be 
confidered as one expreilion of the line of beauty to which degrees of ap-= 
proximation are admiflible, thefe women are entitled to the firtt rank in 
pont of form. A feétion of the body, from the !weaft to the knee, forms 
really the thape of the above letter. ‘The projection of the pofterior part of 
the body, in ove fubjeét, meafured five inches and a half from a line 
touching the fpine. 


. - 

; , ann me sis hys 

mame and oppont 
. 


This protuberance confifted of fat, and, when the 
woman walked, had the moti ridiculous appearance imaginable, every ftep 
being accompanied with a quivering and tremulous motion as it two mafles 


of jelly were attached behind.” " 


M. Le Vaillant, the traveller here alluded to by our author, fays 
of this ftrange conformation of the Hottentot women, * ce n’eft 
qu’une mode, une affaire de Gout ;” he denies that it is an clonga= 
tion of the Nymphz; “mais des grands levres des parties de la 
femme ;” and he even aflerts that in one horde which he vifited there 
were but four women and one girl fo formed !—See the Jaft Paris 
edition of his firft Voyage. Tom. ii. P. 251, 352. 

This is not the only inftance of infidelity, in M. Le Vaillant, that 
is detected by our author. 


“The honfe of Slabert, the Tea fonteyz, is the next ufual fiage beyond 
Groene kloof. As this family holds a diftingutithed place in the page of a 
French traveller in Southern Africa, the veracity of whofe writings have 
been called in queftion, curiofity was naturally excited to make tome en- 
Quiries from them concerning this avthor. He was well known to the fa. 


‘ ily, and had been received into their houfe at the recommendations of the 


fifcal ; but the whole of his tranfactions in this part of the country where- 
in his own heroifm is fo fully fet forth, they atfert to be fo many fabrica- 
tions. ‘The ftory of fhooting the tyger, in which his great courage is con- 
trafted with the cowardice of the peafantry, | read tothem out of his book. 
They laughed yery heartily, and adured me that ahhough the more ge4 
urn 
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ORIGINAL CRITICISM. 
fome foundation in faét the animal had been thot through the body bya 


360 


fiel!-roar or trap-gun, fet by a Hottentot, and was expiring under a buth at 


the time they found it, when the valiant Frenchman difcharged the con- 
tents of his mufquet into the tyger and difpatched him. The firft book 
which he publithed, of his Travels to the Eafiward, contains much corre& 
information, accurate defcription, and a number of pointed and jutt ob- 
fervations, ‘The fale of the copy of this, encouraged the making of a 
fecond, the materials of which, flight as they were, feem to have chiefly 
been furnifhed by the publication of an Englith travetler, whom he pre- 
tends to correé&t ; and, from an account of an expediiion to the northward, 
fent out by the Dutch government of the Cape in fearch of a tribe of peo- 

le reported to wear linen clothing. ‘The faét feems to be this : that he left 
Zwartland in July, travelled to the Orange river, and returned at the be- 
ginning of the following December, at which time he is conduéting his 
readers to the northward, as far as the tropic. ‘Lhe inventive faculties of 
the Abbé Philippo, who is the real author o: the work, fupplied what he 
conceived to be wanting in the traveller's remarks, aud in the two above- 
mentioned publications. 


The difpofition of the Bosje/mans is fated to be very different from 


that of their countrymen who are fubjected to the power of the 
Dutch. 


“The Bosjefmans, though in every refpect a Hottentot, yet in his turn of 
mind ditters very widely froin thofe who live in the colony. In his difpo- 
fitisn he is lively and chearful; in his perfon active. His talents are far 
above mediocrity ; and, averfe to idlenefs, they are feldom without employ- 
ment. Confined generally to their hovals by day, for fear of being fur- 
priied and taken by the farmers, they fometimes dance on moon-light 
nights from the fetting to the rifing of the fun. They are faid to be par- 
ticularly joyful at the approach of the firft thunder-{ftorm after the winter, 
which they confider as fo infallible a token of the fummer having com- 
menced, that they tear in pieces their kin coverings, throw them in the 
air, and dance for feveral fucceffive nights. ‘The final] circular trodden 
places around their huts indicated their fondnefs for this amufement. {13s 
cheartulnefs is the more extraordinary, as the morfel he procures to fupport 
exiflence is earned with danger and fatigue. He neither cultivates the 
ground nor breeds cattle; and his country yields few natural produétions 
that ferve for food. The bulbs of the iris, and a few gramineous roots of 
a bitter and pungent tafte, are all that the vegetable kingdom affords him. 
By the tearch of thefe the whole furface of the plains near the horde was 
fcratched. Another article of his food is the larvae of ants, Whether the 
foil of the gratly plains, near the Sea-Cow river, be too rich for the nature 
of there infeéts, or whether they are kept under by the Bosjefmans, I will 
not take upon me to fay ; but an ant-hill, fo very common in moft parts of 
Africa, is here a rare obje&t. Holes now and then 6ccurred, over which 
the hills of the infe&, demolifbed by this people, once had ftood ; but 
they were not very numerous. A thirdarticle, the larva of locufts, he can 
occafionally obtain without much trouble; but the procuring of the other 
tuft coft him no fmall pains. 

“ Marksot their indufivy appeared in every part of the country, in theit. 
different plans of taking game: one was by making deep holes in the 

rouad and covering them over with flicks and earth ; another by yee 

ones 
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ftones on each other in rows, with openings or interruptions in fuch places 
gs it was intended the game thould pafs, and where the hunter could cun- 
yeniently lie in ambuth to itrike the animals with his poifomed fpears, of 
fhoot them with his arrows. In this manner were lines continued acrofs 
the plains and mouths of defiles for feveral miles. Sometimes, inftead of 
fones, were placed rows of fticks, with black ottrich feathers tied to the 
ends, as being more effectual in turning game towards the {pot where they 
withed them.to pafs. 

‘© When all thefe means of fubfittence fail them, and they are certainly 
very precarious, they are driven to the neceflity of hazarding a toiltome 
and dangerous expedition of plunder into the colony, Such a mode of life 
naturally leads to habits of cruelty. The difpofition of the Hottentot race 
is mild and manageable in the higheft degree, and by gentle ufa:e may be 
moulded into any thape; but the treatment of the farmers towards them as 
been fo very flagitious, that their cruelty even adonits of palliation, Though 
in the eye of political juttice it may be confidered as a crime for ‘a flarving 
family, driven by imperious want to the neceflity of taking the property of 
another who has perhaps more than he can poflibly ufe, yet in the law of 
nature the offence is venial: but the Bosjefmans for their conduét have 
not only the plea of nature and humanity, but alfo that of retribution. 
They were driven out of their own country, their children feized and carried 
into flavery, by the people on whom they now commit their depredations, 
and on whom they naturally take every occafion of exercifing their revenge. 
But that their tludied barbarity fhould be extended to every living creature 
that appertains to the farmers, indicates a very altered difpofition from that 
of their nation at large. Should they feize a Hottentot guarding his 
mafter’s caftle, not contented with putting him to immediate death, 
they torture him by every means of cruelty that their invention can frame, 
as drawing out his bowels, tearing off his nails, fcalping, and other a@s 
equally favage. Even the poor animals they fteal are treated in a moft bar- 
barous and unfeeling manner: driven up the fteep fides of mountains, 
they remain there without any kind of food or water till they are either 
killed for ufe, or drop for want of the means of fupporting nature. . 

“ The condition to which this people has been reduced has entirely fub- 
dued that timid and pufillanimous mitid which charaerizes the Hottentot. 
When a horde is furrounded by the farmers, and little chance is perceived 
by them of efteGting an efcape, they will fight it out moft furioufly fo long 
a a man fhall be left alive. It frequently happens on fuch occafions that 
@ party will volunteer the forlorn bofe, by throwing themfelves in the midft 
of the colonifts in order to create confufion, and to give to their country- 
men, concealed among the rocks or in the long grafs, at the expence of 
their own lives, an opportunity of exercifing more effeCtually their mortal 
Weapons upon their enemies, and at the fame time to facilitate the efcape 
of their wives and children. 
_ “ Their plundering expeditions are condu&ed not without fyftem. If, 
in carrying off their booty, they thould chance to be purfued, they always 
divide ; one party to drive away the cattle, while the other continues to 
harafs the purfuers; and, when the peafantry prove too many for them, 
they ftab and maim with poifoned weapous the whole herd. On all fuch 

undering expeditions, they carry, in addition to their bows and arrows, 


Dees that refemble the Kafiers’ hafflagai, but of a much fmaller fize, and 
always dipt in poifon. Their bows are remarkably Ginall; and, in the 
NO. XXXVIII. VOL, 1X, Bb hands 
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hands of any one but of a Bosjefman, would be entirely ufelefs. From the 
earliett infancy they accuftom themfelves to the ufe of the bow. All the 
little boys who came to us at the kraal carried their bows and {mall quivers 
of arrows, A complete quiver contains about feventy or eighty, made like 
thofe of the Hottentot that have already been noticed; and, in addition 
to thefe, a few fmall bruthes to lay on the poifon ; pieces of iron, red ochre, 
leg-bones of oftriches cut in lengths and rounded, and two little fti: ks of 
hard wood to produce fire: this is done by placing one. horizontally on a 
piece of withered grafs, and whirling the other vertically between the 


chands, with the point Ging in a hollow place made in the furface of the 


former. Ina few feconds of time the velocity and friction fet the grafs 
in a blaze.” 


Weare truly happy to find, however, that fome attempts have lately 
been made, and not without fuccefs, to allure thefe people from the 
ways of piunder to habits of induftry ; and fome hopes are entertained, 
that they will ere long be induced to fettle in a peaceable manner, 
and to become not only inofftenfive but ufeful neighbours ; a commu- 
nication devoutly to be wifhed, as much for their own fakes as for 
that of the colonitts. 

The following defcription of a fmall bird of the Cuckoo genus, 
called, by the Naturalitts Indicator, and by the farmers of the colony, 
the Homy-bird, from its aptnefs in the difcovery of the Bees-nefts, is 
extremely curious. 


“ In the conduct of this little animal, there is fomething that ap- 
proaches what philofophers have been pleafed to deny to the brute part of 
the creation. Having obferved a neft of honey, it immediately flies in 
fearch of fome human creature, to whom, by its fltittering, and whittling, 


. and chirping, it communicates the difcovery. Every one here is too well 


acquainted with the bird to have any doubts as to the certainty of the in- 
formation. It leads the way dire@tly towards the place, flying from buth to 
bufh, or from one ant hill-to another. When clofe to the nett, it remains 
fill and filent. As foon as the perfon, to whom the difcovery was made, 
fhall have taken away the honey, the Indicator flies to fedft on the remains. 
By the like conduét it is alfo faid to indicate, with equal certainty, the 
dens of lions, tygers, hyaenas. and other beafts of prey and noxious animals. 
In the difcovery of a bee’s neft, felf-infereft.is-concerned ; but in the latter 
inftance, its motives muft proceed from a different principle. That invo- 
luntary and {pontaneous agent, which is fuppofed to guide and direét the 
brute creation, and which man, unable to inveftigate the nice thades’ of 
caufe and efte@ that no doubt govern all their ations, has refolved into 


one general moving power called Inftin@, is perhaps Jefs a blind impulfe 


of nature than a ray of reafon. The chain of rational faculties from man, 
the topmoft link, to the meaneft reptile, may, perhaps, with equal pro 
priety, be fuppofed to exift, as that which more apparently is obferved to 
connect their exterior forms. If it be inftin& that in Europe caufes the 
fhynefs of birds at the approach of man, the fame inftinét inftruéts them 
to he fo bold in india and China, where they are not :uolefted, as almof 
to be taken by the hand. ‘The different propenfities of animals, procecdug 
from the d fierent organs with which nature has furnithed them, are 00 
doubt modified and altered according to fituation and circumftances, Mot 
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of the fypall birds of Southern Africa confiruét their nefts in fuch a 
manner, that they camrbe entered only by one tmall orifice, and many fufs 

nd them from the flender extremities. of high branches. A fpecies of 
Doxa, or grofsbeak, always hangs its neft on a branch extending over a 
river or pool of water. It is thaped exa@ly like a Chemiftss retort; is ful- 
pended from the head, and the thank of eight or nine inches long, at the 
bottom of which is the aperture, almoft touches the watem -It is made ef 

en grafs, firmly put together, and curioufly woven. . Another {mall 
bird, the Parus Capen/is, or Cape Titmoute, conttruéts its luxurious neft 
‘of the papous or down of a fpecies of afclepias. ‘This neft is made of the 
texture of flannel, and the flececy hofiery is not more foft. Near the upper 
‘end projects a {mal} tube about an inch in length, with an orifice about 
three-fourths of aninch diameter. Immediately under the tube is a fmall 
hole in the fide, that bas no communication with the interior part of the 
neft; in thi: hole the male fits at nights, and thus they are both f{creened 
from the weather. The fparrow in Africa hedges round its neft with 
thorns ; and even the fwallow, under the eaves of houtes, or in the rifts 
of rocks, makes a tube to its neft of fix or feven ages in length. The 
fame kind of birds in Northern Lurope, having nothing to. appre- 


‘ hend from monkies, fnakes, and other noxious animals, conttract open 


nelis.” 

An attempt has been made by fome Moravian miffionaries, called 
Hernhiiters, to convert the Hottentots to Chriftianity ; and they ap- 
pear to have made a rapid progrefs in this laudable tafk of converfion, 
Mr. Barrow {peaks very highly of their efforts and their conduct, and 
his defcription of the decency and induftry of the female converts is 
truly interefting. ‘The Dutch ‘ettlers, who were fearful that, by this 
means, they fhould be gradually deprived of their flaves, lately formed 
a moft abominable plan for murdering therm all, in time of Divine 
fervice! Fortunately the deteftable plot was difcovered (by a Hotten- 
tot) foon enough to prevent its execution; and the interpolition of 
the Englith governor has fecured them from fimilar attempts in 
future. } 

The laft excurfion of Mr, Barrow was to that part of the fettle- 
ment which is inhabited by the Namaaqua Hottentots of whom he 


thus {peaks : ‘ 

“ Though the Namaaqua Hottentots vary but very little in their perfons 
from the other tribes of this nation, their language is widcly different. It 
isobvioufly; however, of the fame nature, and abounds with the clapping 
of the tongue peculiar to the Hottentot. They are of a taller ftature in 
general than the eaftern tribes, and lefs robuft. Some of the v. omen were 
very elegant figures, and pofleifed a confiderable fhare of vivacity and 
activity ; and they bad the fame conformation of certain parts of the body 
asthe Bosjetmans women, and other Hottentots; in a leis degree, howe 
ever, than is ufual in the former, and more fo than in thofe of the latter, 
Like the Hottentot women of the Eaft, the moft ornamental part of their 
drefs was the little {quare leather apron, to which, in addition tothe border 
of fhells or beads, were appended fix or eight chains in pairs, whofe points 
dragged on the ground; the upper part of each chain was copper, the 

Bb2 lower 
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